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‘PROTEST AGAINST THE ABROGATION OF 
THt PLAN OF UNION. 
The undersigned, members of the General As- 
sembly, respectfully present the following protest 
egainst the resolution of said Assembly, adopted on 
the 23d ult. abrogating the act of the General 
Assembly of 1801, entitled “A Pian of Union,” 
&c. and for the following reasons, viz. 

1. Because the said act is declared, in the reso- 
lution complained of, to have been unconstitutional. 
‘i'he utmost that can be said on this subject is, that 
it is an act neither specifically provided for nor 

rohibited in the constitution. It cannot, therefore, 
affirmed to be contrary to the constitution. 

The constitution provides, that before any con- 
stitutional rules proposed by the General Assemb] 
to be established, shall be obligatory on all the 
churches, the approval of them by a majority of 
Presbyteries must be first obtained. (form of 
Government, chap, xii. sec. 6.) The act of the 
Assembly adopting the plan of union, it is admit- 
ted, was not previously transmitted to the Presby- 
teries for their approval. It does not therefore fol- 
low, however, that that act was unconstitutional, 
because the provisions of the plan of union were, nei- 
ther in fact, nor ever regarded by any of the Presby- 
teries us “constitutional rules” to be obligatory on 
all the churches. They were the mere terms of 
an agreement or treaty between the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church and the General 
Association of Connecticut, and, through that Asso- 
ciation, with all the churches which have been 
formed according to the terms of that treaty. 

In the act of the Assembly adopting that plan of 
union, the General Assembly, being constitutional- 
ly ** the bond of union, peace, correspondence, and 
mutual confidence, among all our churches,” 
(Form of Government, chap. xii. sec. 4) merely 
exercised its legitimate functions, agreeably to the 
constitution (Form of Gov. chap. i. sec. 2) in decla- 
ring “the terms of admission into the communion” 
of the Presbyterian church, proper to be required 
on the frontier settlements. And in this light the 
entire Presbyterian Church has so regarded this 
plan of union from its adoption up to the present 
time, when the abrogation of it is publicly declared, 
by the advocates of the measure, to be necessary 
for the acquisition and perpetuation of power to 
accomplish the ends avowed and sought by the mi- 
nority of the last General Assembly, and prosecu- 


ted by means of a Convention, called at their in- 


stance, and holding its sessions cotemporaneously 
with those of the Assembly. For the following 


facts are undeniable, viz. Ist. that the plan of 


union now declared to be unconstitutional was 


formed Twenty years before the adoption of the 


resent constitution of the Presbyterian Church ; 

. that this plan, at the time of the adoption of 
the constitution, was in full and efficient ope- 
ration, and of acknowledged authority as com- 
mon law in the church; 3d, that it had been 


recognized and respected, in numerous precedents 


in the doings of the General Assembly from year 
to year; and 4th, that for sixTEEN YEaRs since the 
adoption of this constitution, it has been regarded 
of equal authority with any act whatever to which 
the General Assembly is constitutionally compe- 
tent. 

Had the plan of union and the act of the Gene- 
ral Assembly adopting it, been regarded unconsti- 
tutional and null, as being either an assumption of 

wer not granted, or a trespass on the rights of 

resbyteries, some remonstrance or objection to 
the imposition of constitutional rules for the gov- 
ernment of all the churches, not legitimately en- 
acted, would have been heard from some quarter 
before the lapse of one third of a century. Had 
the plan of union been thought illegal, or had it 
been designed or desired by the Presbyteries in 
1821, when the constitution was revised, amended, 
and adopted by them a second time, to frustrate or 
resist the operation of this plan, unquestionably 


_ either the revised and amended constitution would 


have had embodied in it some provision against it, 
or some attempt, at least, would have been made to 
that effect. ‘I'he truth is, that the plan of union 
adopted by the General Assembly was felt to be 
morally binding, as a solemn agreement or treaty 
duly ratified by the power constitutionally compe- 
tent to do so; and by no means the enactment of 
constitutional rules to be “obligatory on all the 
churches” for their government. 
. Itis to no purpose, in our opinion, to allege the 
unconstitutionality of the plan of union, by plead- 
ing that for achurch to be regarded as a Presbyte- 
rian church, it must, according to our constitution, 
be organized with ruling elders, while that plan 
provides for the organization of churches in certain 
cases without such officers; because the plan of 
union designedly contemplates a process, which 
the Assembly was constitutionally competent to 
rescribe, and which the entire church had ap- 
proved, by which churches on the frontier settle- 
ments may be organized partially at first on the 
Presbyterian ground, and be gradually brought fully 
on to it; and because, if the provisions of the consti- 
tution prescribing the full form of organization 
proper for a Presbyterian church, must, in every 
case, be minutely and completely observed, and 
any deviation from it should vitiate the organiza- 
tion, then must those numerous churches among 
us, in which there are no deacons, be for the same 
reason pronounced unconstitutional. 

‘The attempt too, to prove the unconstitutionality of 
the act of the Assembly adopting the plan of union, 
by attributing to the provisions of that plan the 
character of constitutional rules obligatary on all 
the churches, and by objecting that the Presbyte- 
ries had not been previously consulted, strikes as 
directly and is as conclusive, against the plans 
adopted for the organization and government of 
the Theological Seminaries at Princeton and Alleg- 
hany ; of the Boards of Education and of Missions; 
and for the union and perpetual existence of the 
Presbyteries belonging to the General Synod of 
the Associate Reformed Church, who were admit- 
ted into communion with the Presbyterian Church 


by the terms of a plan of union agreed upon 


between that Synod and the General Assem- 
bly. For the provisions of these plans have 
never been transmitted to the Presbyteries for 
their approval. If therefore, the plan of union 
with the General Association of Connecticut 
is to be abrogated, because of alleged‘ unconsti- 
tutionality on these grounds, so must be the 
rules and regulations, and the whole organization 
and government of the Theological Seminaries of 
the General Assembly, and also the act of the As- 
sembly by which the Presbyteries of the Associate 
Reformed Synod were united with the Presbyte- 
rian church of these United States, by which the 
General Assembly became possessed of the valua- 
ble Theological Library known as the Mason Li- 


brary, now in Princeton, and formerly belonging to 
2, We protest against the resolution referred to, 
because the plan of union adopted by the General 
_ Assembly of 1801 was designed to ess and 
preyent achismatical contentions, and. for the pro- 


motion of charity; or, in the language of the plan 
itself, “ with a view to prevent alienation and pre- 
mote union and harmony ;” which, through a long 
series of years, it has been efficient in doing, and 
has proved, both itself efficacious to do, and the 
wisdom of the Assembly in its projection and 
adoption; both which ends the Goneral Assembly 
is constitutionally competent to design, and for 
which, it is invested with ample authority by the 
constitution (Form of Gov. chap. xii. sec. 5.) 


Church. 

3. We protest against the resolution referred to, 
because it declares the said “plan of union” to 
have been “ totally destitute of authority as pro- 
ceeding from the General Association of Connecti- 
cut, which is invested with no power to legislate 
in such cases.” Even on the assumption, that the 
said Association was invested with no such power, 
which it seems to us both indecorous and irrele- 
vant for the General Assembly to assert as a rea- 
son for the resolution adopted,—we cannot doubt, 
that that Association had full power to agree to 
the stipulations of a treaty or contract, proposed by 
the General Assembly and urged on the accep- 
tance of the General Association; and especially, 
when it is understood, that by acceding to the said 
stipulations, the said Association relinquished 
whatever right it had to the direction and regula- 
tion of the members of its own churches in the new 
settlements, and allowed and influenced them to 
increase, both in numbers and the pecuniary and 
spiritual strength of the Presbyterian Church. 
And even if the plan referred to had not authority 
in so far as it emanated from the General Associ- 
ation of Connecticut, which we by no means ad- 
mit, it was unquestionably binding on the General 
Assembly by virtue of its own engagment, to fulfil 
its own obligations ; and, after numerous churches 


Y | bad been formed under their care, the obligations 


of the plan appear to us to have been common to 
the General Assembly, the General Association of 
Connecticut, and the Churches, Presbyteries, and 
Synods formed in pursuance and in the faith of it, 
and that no one of these bodies could lawfully ab- 
rogate it without the consent of all the others. 
Our opinion therefore is, that the resolution of this 
General Assembly abrogating the said plan of 
union, so far as it was intended to affect churches 
already formed under its provisions, is a breach of 
faith, and wholly void, and of no effect—that all 
such churches have a right to continue their orga- 
nization on the conditions of the said plan, and that 
it is the duty of the Presbyteries, the Synods, and 
all future General Assemblies, to protect them in 
that right, until they shall voluntarily, under the 
kind and conciliatory influence of the aforesaid bo- 
dies, adopt the Presbyterian organization in full, 
as many of them have already done, and others, 
we are happy to learn, will probably soon do, if 
allowed to exercise their choice, unrestrained by 
the attempted exercise of assumed authority. 

4. We protest against the said resolution, be- 
cause it denominates the plan of union unnatural 
as well as unconstitutional, and attributes to it 
much confusion and irregularity; whereas it ap- 
pears tous to have been a most natural, wise and 
benevolent plan for promoting the unity, increase, 
and purity of the church in our new settlements; 
and that its operation for thirty-six years, with but 
occasional irregularities as may occur under any 
system of government, has, on the whole, been 
productive of benign and happy effects, in view of 
which the Genera] Asssembly and the whole Church 
ona? to cherish sincere and devout gratitude to 
5. We protest against the resolution referred 
to, because the mode in which it was brought be- 
fore the Assembly appears to us to have been ex- 
ceedingly exceptionable; it having been in sub- 
stance proposed in the memorial of a Convention, 
of whose alleged cause and object, and of most of 
whose declarations, because unaccompanied with 
satisfactory proof, we wholly disapprove, and which 
memorial, as coming from such a body, we think 
this Assembly ought not to have received and en- 
tertained, especially when it was found to contain 
representations of the state of the church, in our 
opinion not justified by fact and of very injurious 
tendency. Another objection to the mode in which 
the said resolution was brought before the Assem- 
bly is, that a majority of the committee to whom 
the memorial was referred, and who reported the 
resolution against which we protest, were members 
of the Convention presenting the memorial. 

6. We protest, because, against the earnest re- 
monstrances of many who are best acquainted with 
the happy effects of the plan of union, the debate 
on the subject was arrested by an impatient call 
for the previous question, more than eighty of the 
members voting for it having been members of the 
Convention in whose name the said memorial was 
presented. ‘The Assembly was thus forced to a 
decision without any proper evidence of. the exis- 
tence of the alleged irregularities, and before the 
subject of errors in doctrine had been discussed in 
the Assembly, notwithstanding the memorialists 
had declared, that they “complain and testify” 
against said plan of union “chiefly because of 
their sincere belief that the doctrinal purity of our 
ancient Confession of Faith is endangered, and not 
because of any preference for a particular system 
of mere church government and discipline.” 

For these reasons, the undersigned enter this 
their solemn protest. : 
Signed by Jonn P. CLEAVELAND, and others. 


ANSWER OF THE ASS*MBLY TO THE FORE- 
GOING PROTEST. 
The committee to whom that subject was re- 
ferred, beg leave to present the following answer, 
to the Protest against the resolution abrogating 
“the Plan of Union,” and request that both be 
placed on your Minutes. The reasons of protest 
are numbered from one to six. No. 1 is the prin- 
cipal, and therefore we prefer leaving it to the 
last, and commencing with No. 2. “ We protest,” 
say the minority, “ against the resolution referred 
to, because the Plan of Union adopted by the 
General Assembly of 1801, was designed, to su 
press and prevent schismatical contentions, and for 
the promotion of charity,” or, in the language of 
the Plan itself, “ with a view to prevent aliena- 
tion, and promote union and harmony.” 
To this, a sufficient answer is found in the broad 
and undeniable fact, that ‘the Plan of Union” has 
been a principal means of dividing the Church and 
this General Assembly into two parties, and been 
the main source of those schisms which for many 
years have distracted our Zion. Whilst it is ad- 
mitted, that in some instances it may have benefi- 
cially affected certain localities, it has laid the 
deep foundations of lasting confusion, and opened 
wide the flood-gates of error and fanaticism. For 
proof of this we have only to refer to the recorded 
votes of the last and the present Gencral Assem- 
blies, from which it abundantly appears, that the 
representatives of churches formed on this plan 
have always opposed the Boards of Education and 
of Missions, and the efforts toward reform, and the 
suppression of errors, and of schisinatica] conten- 
tions. 
No. 3—“ Because it declares the said ‘ Plan of 
Union’ to have been totally destitute of authority 
as proceeding from the General Association of Con- 
necticut, which is invested with po power to legis- 
late in such cases.” 

In reply to this, let it be remarked, 

Ist. That the protesters seem to admit that the 
General Association of Connecticut had no power 
and authority to bind their churches, yet insist that 
the General Assembly could make a treaty or cove- 
nant that should be binding on the other side. And 
the brethren, in arguing the case did insist on the 
“Plan” being of the nature of a covenant (although 
no such term is contained in it) and yet one of the 
parties to this covenant had no authority to make a 
contract, and to make it obligatory on their churches. 
That is, a contract, treaty, or covenant can exist, 
and be and continue forever, binding in right and 


in law upon one party; whilst the other party 
Fo ha no power or authority to bind themselves 


and held responsible by the great Head of the 


‘end those for whom they plead its benefits, never 
could be bound. That is, a treaty or covenant may 
exist without a mutual] obligation ! : 

2d. The Protesters, without distinctly affirm- 
ing it, again, seem willing thatthe reader of their 
protest should believe that the General Association 
of Connecticut had power to bind their churches, 
that their acts participate of the nature of ecclesi- 
astical authority. ‘“ By acceding to the said stipu- 
lations, (say they) the said Association relinquished 
whatever right it had to the direction and regula- 
tion of the members of its own churches in the 
new settlements,” 

Now these remonstrants know perfectly well, 
that the General Association of Connecticut never 
had, never claimed, and never exercised any right 
at all “to the direction and regulation of the mem- 
bers of its own churches,” even in Connecticut 
itself, much less “in the new settlements.” The 
“ right” of counsel and advice is the utmost stretch 
of their power and authority. And this General 
Assembly might give counsel and advice to the 
churches of Connecticut, and should it be founded 
in truth, it is just as binding upon those churches 
as the counsel of their own General Association, 
i. e, it comes divested entirely of all ecclesiastical 
authority. 

ed. The resolution of abrogation is alleged to 
be “a breach of faith, and wholly void and of no 
effect.” This is begging the question: it goes on 
the assumption, that faith was plighted of right, 
and the treaty, so called, lawfully constituted ; 
which we have supposed to be the very point in 
question. 
4th. “Because it denominates the Plan of 
Union unnatural as well as unconstitutional, and 
attributes to it much confusion and irregularity.” 
A eufficient answer to this is found in the pre- 
ceding, to which may be edded a single remark as 
to irregularity, viz. that upon inquiry at brethren 
who came in upon this “ Plan,” it appeared from 
their own showing, to the abundant conviction of 
this General Assembly, that there were some 
members on this floor, deliberating and voting on 
the very resolutions in question, who had never 
adopted the Confession of Faith of this Church. 
oth. The fifth reason of protest is, that the re- 
solution was concocted and brought before the As- 
sembly by members of this body who had pre- 
viously consulted, in the form of a Convention, 
and memorialized this body on the subject: and 
that a majority of the Committe to whom the me- 
morial was referred, were members of the Conven- 
tion. 

As to the former, let it suffice to say that it is 
the right of every freeman, and the duty of every 
Christian, before entering upon any great and im- 
portant measure, to “ ponder the path of his feet ;” 
because “in the multitude of counsellors there is 
safety.” How the name “Convention,” any more 
than the name “ Caucus,” should utterly vitiate 
their counsel, it may be difficult to discern. 

. As to the latter, it may be remarked, that in all 
deliberative bodies, the principle is settled that 
large committees ought to be selected in propor- 
tion to the respective party views, that may be 
entertained on the subject committed. The wis- 
dom of the rule is obvious to common sense, and 
the Moderator of this Assembly simply carried out 
the rule in this case. 3 

6th. The sixth reason of protest is, “ because 
the debate on the subject was arrested by an im- 
patient call for the previous question. The As- 
sembly was thus forced to a decision without any 
proper evidence of the existence of the alleged 
irregularities, and before the subject of errors in 
doctrine had been decided on in the Asseinbly.” 
Here remark, first, the call for the previous 
question was not impatient—it was asked for and 
seconded by a majority of the house; not in the 
spirit of violence and unjust oppression of the mi- 
nority , for, secondly, there was no unreasonable 
curtailment of debate. The resolution was dis- 
cussed two whole days; a period of time perhaps 
more extended than was ever before allotted or 
allowed by any General Assembly to any single, 
naked resolution. And thirdly, the brethren of 
the minority occupied the floor more than one half 
of the time. And on another resolution where the 
discussion was arrested by the previous question, 
it was just at the close of two long speeches by the 
minority and after they had consumed more than 
five hours in debate; whereas the majority had 
not occupied the floor two hours and a half. So 
utterly groundless is the insinuation, that a crue] 
and unjust use has been made of the previous ques- 
tion. 

“The Assembly was thus forced,” say the pro- 
testers—“ the Assembly was forced’’! * Forced,” 
by whom? undoubtedly, by itself—* forced” to do 
just as it wished to do—* forced” to decide by a 
strong vote on a subject which had been discussed 
two whole days! Strange coercion this!! 


But fourthly, the resolution in question was 
passed before the doctrinal errors were con- 
demned. This is true. But it is also true that “the 
Assembly was thus forced” by the opposition of the 
minority to pass by the doctrinal discussion, because 
they could not have it in the order recommended 
by their committee. Certain alleged errors were 
offered by the minority, which they refused to have 
put in their proper place; but insisted on having 
first of alla decision upon them as amendments, 
which attempt, had it been successful, would have 
precluded their discussion, except upon a vote of 
reconsideration which requires two thirds; and 
thus the majority would have been completely, as 
to those alleged errors, in the power of the mi- 
nority. Hence they were laid on the table, to be 
taken up at a future time. 

We now proceed to No. 1. The_ principal 
reason of protest is in these words, viz. ‘ Because 
the said act is declared, in the resolution com- 
plained of, to have been unconstitutional.” _ 

In opposition to the resolution declaring the 
Plan of Union unconstitutional, it would appear 
most reasonable that the protesters should affirm 
its constitutionality: i. e. that the constitution 
covers and provides for it. This ground, however, 
the protesters have not ventured to take. On the 
contrary they explicitly admit that the constitution 
makes no provision for said act—*“ it is, say they, 
neither specifically provided for nor prohibited in 
the constitution.” : 

A remark or two will show that in this they 
have abandoned the ground. For Ist, the consti- 
tution of the Presbyterian Church, like that of our 
national Union, is a constitution of specific powers, 
granted by the Presbyteries, the fountains of pow- 
er, to the Synods and the General Assembly. 
2. No powers, not specifically granted, can law- 
fully be inferred and assumed by the General As- 
sembly but only such as are indispensably neces- 
sary to carry into effect those which are specifi- 
cally granted. 3. Therefore the burden of proof 
lies npon those who affirm that the Assembly had 
power to enact this “ Plan of Union.” They ad- 
mit that there is no specific grant of such power; 
they are bound then to prove that its exercise was 
indispensably necessary in order to carry out some 
other power specifically granted. Now we search 
in vain for any such proof in the protest. There is 
we believe, but a single effort of the kind. 

This effort is made in view of two distinct and 
distant clauses in our Book, [Form of Gov. Chap. 
xii. sec. .@@ The General Assembly “ shall con- 
stitute the bond of union, peace, correspondence, 
and mutual confidence among all our churches.” 
But surely here is no power granted to constitute 
a bond of union with churches of another denomi- 
nation. It has exclusive reference to “all our 
churches,” and yet the protesters refer to this as 
authority for forming a union with a denomination 
not holding the same form of government. 

An equally unsuccessful attempt is made upon 
Chap. I. sec. ii. where the Book affirms that—“ any 
Christian Church, or union or association of 
churches is entitled to declare the terms of admis- 
sion into its communion.” : 

And the protesters assert here that the General 
Assembly exercised this power in forming “ the 
Plan of Union,” and so declared “ the terms of ad- 


mission into the communion of the Presbyterian 


Church, proper to be required in the frontier set- 
tlements.” 

On this statement two remarks seem requisite. 
First, the settling of the terms of communien, we 
had thought was the highest act of power—an act 
beyond the reach of the General Assembly itself— 
an act which, the constitution itself provides, shall 
be done only by a majority of the Presbyteries. 
When we ask, did the Presbyterian Church * de- 
clare the terms of admission into its communion? 
Most assuredly, when the constitution was adopted. 
And yet the protesters in this case aver, that “the 
Plan of Union” is a declaration of the terms of ad- 
mission into our communion! Could they affirm 
more directly its unconstitutionality ? 

The other remark is, that the Plan of Union it- 
self does not prescribe the terms of admission into 
the communion of the Presbyterian Church. It 
prescribes the manner in which Congregationalists 
may remain out of this Church, and yet exercise a 
controling and governing influence over its eccle- 
siastical judicatories. | 

In the entire absence of all proof that the power 
exercised in forming the Plan of Union, was indis- 
pensably necessary to carry outa power specitically 
granted,—and in the face of their own admission 
that such power is not specifically given to the 
General Assembly—we conclude, that the act in 
question was without any authority, and must be 
null and void. 

The next thing worthy of notice is the criticism 
on the phrases “constitutional rules,” and “ obliga- 
tory on all the churches.” This Plan-of Union, it 
is argued, is not of the nature of constitutional 
rules, obligatory on all the churches, and therefore 
it was not necessary that it should have been sent 
down and have received the sanction of a majority 
of the Presbyteries. 

In presenting this argument, the protesters ad- 
mit that if the plan did embrace constitutional 
rules, the Assembly had no power to enact it. The 
Book, [Form of Gov. Chap. xii. vi.] declares “ Be- 
fore any overtures or regulations proposed by the 
Assembly to be established as constitutional rules, 
shall be obligatory on the churches, it shall be ne- 
cessary to transmit them to all the Presbyteries, 
and to receive the returns of at least a majority of 
them in writing, approving thereof. 

This was not done with the Plan, and the only 
question before us, is, whether it is an alteration of 
the Constitution. This Assembly affirms that it is 
a radical and thorough change of the entire sys- 
tem. On which remark: our book describes our 
Church Courts, viz. the Church Session, the Pres- 
bytery, the Synod, and the General Assembly. 
And (chap. ix.) it defines “the Church Session to 
consist of the pastor or pastors, and ruling elders 
of a particular congregation,” and entrusts to these 
as permanent officers, the government of that 
church. But the Plan of Union provides for no 
such thing. It expressly dispenses with the 
Church Session and leaves the government in the 
hands of the people, or of a temporary committee. 

Again, Chap. X. If. “A Presbytery consists of 
all the ministers and one ruling elder from each 
congregation, within a certain district.” But the 
Plan of Union abrogates this provision. It dves 
not merely pass it by, but absolutely repeals and 


nullifies it. According to the Plan, a Presbytery 


must have Committee men less or more in it, and 
may have not a single elder. ‘The Book farther 
states that “ Every congregation (i. e. of Presby- 
terians as before described) which hus a stated 
pastor, has a right to be represented by one elder, 
and every collegiate church (i. e. a church with 
two or more ministers) by two or more elders, in 
proportion to the number of pastors.” Here it is 
perfectly obvious, that the principle of equal repre- 
sentation in Presbytery is aimed at. ‘I'he same is 


‘tune of a Synod, Chap. xi.‘ The ratio of the repre- 
‘sentation of elders in the Synod is the same as 


in the Presbytery.” ‘T'hat is, any congregation 
governed by its own session, shall be represented 
in Presbytery and Synod. But the Plan provides 
for Congregational Committee men, sitting and 
acting and voting in Presbytery, although it also 
provides that the congregation he represents shall 
not be under the government of the Presbytery, 
and no appeal can be taken from it to the Presby- 
tery, even by a minister, unless the Church agree 
to it. ‘Thus the power of government is in the 
hands of men over whom that government does not 
extend. It is surely not necessary to proceed far- 
ther, to show that the Plan is an abrogation of the 
fundamental principles of the Presbyterian system. 
And yet the protesters say it does not contain con- 
stitutional rules. No verily, but it is a mass of un- 
constitutional usurpations, resulting from our over 
stretch of power. By the criticism of the Protest, 
it is denied that the Plan contains constitutional 
rules; whereas in the first sentence of the instru- 
ment itself, it is called “A Plan of Government 
for the churches in the new settlements.” And 
the second sentence runs thus, “Regulations 
adopted by the General Assembly, &c.” Now if 
regulations are not rules, language has lost fits 
meaning: an if regulations containing “ a plan of 
government tor the churches,” are not intended to 
be binding, and do not touch the Constitution, we 
are utterly at a loss to see how rules and regulations 
could be expressed. 

The article in question has been called “a Plan 
of Union,” “a Contract,” ‘*a Covenant,” none of 
which phrases is found in the document itself. It 
declares itself to be “ Regulations” containing “a 
Plan of Government for the churches.” Now the 
General Assembly never had the power to establish 
“ Regulations” and a new “ Plan of Government;” 
the Plan therefore is null and void. 

But we are told, these govermental regulations 

were not binding on all the churches. Were they 
not indeed! Have they not given rise to hetero- 
geneous bodies, who have come up here and bound 
us almost to our undoing? Have they not bound 
with green withes and new cords this body and its 
Boards of Education and Missions? Have they 
not well nigh shorn us of the locks of our strength, 
and forbidden us to go forth into the field of mission- 
ary conflict against the foes of our God and King? 
Surely those protesters will not say the regulations 
are not binding upon all the churches. 
But again, we are told in the Protest, they are 
of long standing, and have acquired the force of 
common law. Does long use constitute law! 
Then it would follow that polygamy exists of moral 
right. | 

Again we are told, that this “ Plan of Govern- 
ment” was in existence twenty years prior to the 
last adoption of our Constitution; and the inference 
is that therefore it is binding, and was viewed as a 
contract to be kept in good faith. The fair in- 
ferences, however, from the fact, ought to be, that 
this “ Plan of Government” was not submitted to 
our Presbyteries by the General Assembly, and is 
therefore not binding; and that this neglect was 
owing to the circumstance that it was then little 
known, and its evils not at all developed. 

Again, we are told in the Protest, in reference 
to this new “ Plan of Government” that its omis- 
sion of elders, being expressly provided for and de- 
signed, does not vitiate the organization;” ‘ for then 
must these numerous churches among us, in which 
there are no deacons, be fur the same reason pro- 
nounced unconstitutional.” And we are free to 
confess, that if the Constitution made the deacon a 
ruling officer in the church, he must be found in 
our ecclesiastical courts, and his absence would 
nullify their constitutional existence. This, how- 
ever, is not the case. The deacon’s office, in the 
New Testament and in our Book, is limited to 
“serving tables.” The argument therefore is lame 
and shows its eastern birth. 

Again, the protest affirms that the argument 
against this “ Plan of Government for the churches 
because it was not submitted to the Presbyteries 
strikes equally against the Theological Seminaries 
the Boards of Education and of Missions, and also 
against the admission of the Presbyteries of the 
Associate Reformed Synod into this Church.” 

Let us touch these in their order: and first the 


Theological Seminaries. Here again, if our pro- 
testers can show that these seminaries are in the 


language of our Book “ constitutional rules—obli- 


ae on the churches,” or, even in the language 
of their favourite plan, “ regulations,” and “a plan 
of government for the churches in the new settle- 
ments,” we will give up the argument, and Prince- 
ton, and the Western Reserve, and all. But if, as 
every one knows, the constitutions and regulations 
of those Seminaries, have nothing to do with the 
government of the churches any more than the pri- 
vate regulations, of a private clergyman, for his 
private class of students; then is this argument 
null and void from the beginning. 

As tothe power in the Assembly to organize a 
Seminary, it may be found in the Book, [Form of 
Gov. xii. v.] under the general power “ of superin- 
tending the concerns of the whole Charch”—none 
of which concerns is of more vital importance than 
that of providing an efficient ministry ; also to them 
belongs, the power of “ promoting charity, truth, 
and holiness, through all the churches under their 
care.” Now the training of a pious and orthodox 
ministry is the most effectual mode of accomplish- 
ing this work, and clearly places theological semi- 
naries within the Assembly’s power. 

The same remarks are relevant and true, in 

reference to the Board of Education. 
As to the Board of Missions, “the superintending 
of the concerns of the whole Church” cannot be 
carried out without missions; and the Form of 
Gov. Chap. xviii. expressly provides for them, and 
grants to the Assembly power over this very busi- 
ness. It reads thus,—‘“ the Genera] Assembly may, 
of their own knowledge, send missions to any part 
to plant churches, or tosupply vacancies ;” and, for 
this purpose, may direct any Presbytery to ordain 
evangelists, or ministers, without relation to any 
particular churches! How utterly unreasonable 
then for the protesters to deny the Assembly’s 
power to institute a Board of Missions. 

As to the Mason Library and the Associate Re- 

formed Churches, it may be necessary only to re- 
mark, that the two Presbyteries of New York and 
of Philadelphia, the only parts which came into 
this Presbyterian Church, were from their begin- 
ning Presbyterian, according to the strictest order ; 
holding the same identical Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith, and Presbyterian form of church 
government: it is therefore difficult to perceive 
how the admission, by the General Assembly, of 
strict and rigid Presbyterians into their connexion, 
could be either extra or unconstitutional. The 
act of their admission did not create “ regulations,” 
and “a plan of government for the churches,” as 
did the “the plan” in question: it was not “an 
overture or regulation—for establishing constitu- 
tional rules, obligatory on the churches,” and there- 
fore its transmission to all the Presbyteries was not 
necessary. 
Finally, the unconstitutionality of the * plan of 
government for the churches in the new settle: 
ments,’ abrogated by this resolution, is further 
demonstrated by a reference to * Form of Gov. 
Chap. xii. I. which says ** The General Assem- 
bly is the highest judicatory of the Presbyterian 
Church. It shall represent, in one body, all the 
particular churches of this denomination.”—and 
subsequently, it defines the ratio of representa- 
tion. Now it has been proved, on the open floor 
of this General Assembly, by the protesters 
themselves, that the Synod of the Western Re- 
serve, which was founded on this * plan of gov- 
ernment,”’ and which contains one hundred and 
thirty-nine particular churches, has only from 
twenty-four to thirty Presbyterian churches in it ; 
and yet that Synod claims a right to twenty repre- 
sentatives here? Whom do these twenty repre- 
sent? Certainly not * particular chorches of this 
denomination,” as our Book says. No, but Con- 
gregational churches, which by the terms of our 
Book and the whole representative spirit of our 
system, have no right to be represented here, and 
to judge and vote here, under aconstitution which 
they deny to be binding upon themselves. With 
no greater impropriety would unnaturalized fo- 
reigners, claim the right of franchise in one 
country, and of electibility to office in our Legis- 
latures, our supreme judicial tribunals, and the 
executive departments of our States, and of the 
nation. We therefore conclude, that the reason- 
ings of the protesters is fallacious; the * plan of 
government” adopted in 1801 is, and ever has 
been unconstitutional, and therefore this General 
Assembly ought to declare, as it has done in the 
resolution protested against, that it is from the 
beginning, null and void. 

Besides, it has been shown by themselves how, 
that ** plan of government” has been violated 
by those claiming privileges under it, sending 
men to this Assembly who had never adopted our 
constitution. 


PROTEST OF THE MINORITY AGAINST THE 
EXCLUSION OF THE AMERICAN HOME MIS.- 
SIONARY AND EDUCATION SOCIETIES. 


The undersigned, members of the General As- 
sembly, deem it their duty respectfully to protest 
against a decision of the Assembly of June 2d, re- 
lating to the American Home Missionary Society 
and the American Education Society, and for the 
following reasons : 

1. For many years these Societies have existed 
and operated in our churches, under the sanction 
of the Assembly. Fostered by our judicatories and 
members in every quarter, they have grown 
steadily from the weakness of infancy to the size 
and vigour of manhood. ‘They have fixed them- 
selves in the confidence and affections of a great 
multitude, and become most extensively organs of 
action in two great departments of Christian bene- 
volence. We think the Assembly, to be justified 
in now assuming an attitude of open hostility, ought 
to have very weighty reasons; and we do not believe 
that any such reasons exist. That these Societies 
are corrupt, either in principle or management, so 
as to endanger the Presbyterian church, ’there has 
not in our judgment been produced the shadow of 
evidence. On the other hand, we believe their 
designs to be pure, their management wise, and 
their influence immensely good in enlarging our 
church, and strengthening the cause of truth and 
holiness ; and that therefore their operations ought 
to receive the continued encotragement of this 
Assembly. 

2. Said decision is regarded as interfering with 
the right of every individual in our church to 
adopt his own way of doing good We know it 
does not stand in the form of positive prohibition. 
It is, nevertheless, an expression of decided disap- 
probation. And it will be understood by many, we 
doubt not, as more than intimating, that for any in- 
ferior judicatories, ministers, elders, or private 
members to encourage those Societies, will be an 
ecclesiastical offence. And multitudes must either 
lie under odium in view of a portion of the church, 
or abandon two of the most important enterprises 
of the age, or else aid them in a form which does 
not accord with their choice and their deliberate 
convictions of duty. We regard the resolution as 
oppressive. We claim it as the right of every ju- 
dicatory, officer, and private individual in the 
church, to select objects of benevolence, and to de- 
termine the channel in which that benevolence 
shall flow. And we solemnly protest against any 
act of the Assembly whose influence must go to 
abridge that liberty. And such, we think, must 
be seen to be the act referred to. 

3. We protest against the decision, because of 
its injurious bearing on a multitude of ministers, 
churches, and young men preparing for the sacred 
office. More than 400 ambassadors of Christ within 
our bounds depend on one of these Societies for a 
part of their support. Many more than this num- 
ber of churches depend on the same society for the 
stated ordinances of the gospel. And scores of youth, 
struggling for the ministry of reconciliation, are 
looking to the other society for the means of going 
forward. It is the tendency and may be the effect 
of this resolution, to keep back youth of promise, 
from the holy office, to divert the ministry from its 
proper work and push it into secular occupations 
for the means of living, to break up pastoral rela- 
tions, and take the bread of life from many an in- 
fant church in the new settlements of our country. 
We think it cannot with any propriety be said, that 


thea ministers and churches and young men 
look to other sources for aid. hat ‘seule 
there, that the nece aid will be afforded ? and 
if afforded, that it would come from a source, and 
in a way equally grateful to their feelings? 

4. We protest against the resolution, as adapted 
to embarrass two of the greatest enterprises of the 
age and world. A pious and able ministry is vita} 
to the existence of our country, and the salvation 
of the human race. To provide such a mini 
for our land, and the whole earth, is the aim of 
these institutions. In prosecution of this aim, they 
have already accomplished much. Many of the 
brightest lights of the church, at home abroad, 
and many of its brightest triumphs, are fruits of 
their labours. If unobstructed in their operations, 


our judgment, they promise infinite blessings to the 
nation, and to all mankind. We think that insti- 
tutions of such generous aim, and such achieve- 
ments, and at such a time as this, ought to have 
some very great and obvious imperfection, in orga- 
nization or management, to justify any act calcu- 
lated to impair public confidence, and cripple their 
efforts, and limit their usefulness. Such imperfec- 
tion in these societies we cannot discern. And 
while our older as well as new settlements are 
filled with feeble churches and wide moral wastes, 
and whole empires are sunk in pagan abominations 
and hopelessness; we cannot luok at the late ac- 
tion of the Assembly touching these institutions 
without deep pain, nor suffer it to pass without 
kind but decided remonstrance. | 

5. We protest against the resolution referrd to, 
because founded, as we believe, on misapprehen- 
ston as to the responsibility of said societies. Their 
funds are all the free will offerings of the Christian 
public. Their officers are all elected annually by the 
members of the societies. Their operations are all 
subject to the strictest review. Their beneficiaries, 
before admitted to patronage, are recommend 
and examined by committees entitled to confidence 
and scattered all over the land. Their ministers 
in the field are members of our ecclesiastical bodies, 
or of others in correspondence with us, by the very 
terms of their appointment, giving all the securit 
for sound orthodoxy and ecclesiastical order whic 
the constitution of the church affords. And we 
cannot discern any possible hazard arising from 
lack of responsibility. Indeed, we believe that in 
all respects the responsibility is equally perfect 
with that of the two Boards of the Assembly, and 
much more direct and unembarrassed: and at the 
same time all history lifts its voice against a con- 
centration of pecuniary power in ecclesiastical ju- 
dicatories or church courts, where it must of ne- 
cessity rest with a few, and the responsibility and 
incidental influence of the officers be great. But 
in this land of intelligence and wakeful jealousy 
as to civil and religious rights, there can, in our 
judgment, be no reasonable apprehension from these 
institutions. 

For these reasons we think the act referred to 
not only unnecessary, injurious, and unjust, so far 
as relates to the Institutions concerned, but a per- 
manent reproach to the Presbyterian church, in 
view of other churches in our own country and 
throughout the worid. And therefore we desire to 
record on the minutes of the Assembly our solemn 
protest against it. 


(Signed) Baxter, Dickinson, and others. 
June 5, 1837. , 


ANSWER OF THE ASSEMBLY TO THE FORE- 
| GOING PROTEST. 


In answer to the above protest against the resolution 
of the Assembly, which declares that “ the organization 


and operation of the so called American Home Mission- 


ary Society and American Educgtion Society and its 
branches, of whatever name, are exceedingly injurious 
to the peace and purity of the Presbyterian Church,’ 
and which also recommends that “ they should cease to 
operate within any of our churches,” the Assembly re- 
ply, that the first reason of the protest, viz. that “ for 
many years these societies have existed and operated 
in our churches under the sanction of the Assembly ,”” 
furnishes no ground why that sanction should any 
longer be afforded to them, if the Assembly be satisfied 
that their action upon the true interests of the Presby- 
terian Church, is highly injurious. On the contrary 
it was the duty of the Assembly to hasten as soon as it 
could, to repair as far as possible the serious evils 
which have resulted from its former mistakes u 
this point. Of the existence of these evils, the Assem- 
bly has had sufficient evidence before it, to justify fully 
the expression of disapproval conveyed in the resolu- 
tion complained of. The organization of these insti- 
tutions is defective, and their management has beer 
such as to awaken many and just apprehensions that 
they are designed, upon the part of some, to break 
down our own. Boards, and to introduce and propagate 
opinions at war with the standards of our Church. 
The recorded sentiments of the principal organ of 
one of these institutions, the American Home Mis- 
sionary Society, shows that the existence of our own 
Board of Missions is considered incompatible with 
the action of the voluntary Society, and that such 
is still the opinion of the advocates of the latter society, 
is manifest from the deliberate attempt made by them, 
during the last Assembly, to revolutionize or cripple the 
action of our own Board by introducing into it mer 
known to be hostile to its existence. 

2. In reply to the second reason—viz. that “ said de- 
cision is regarded as interfering with the right of every 
individual in our Church to adopt his own way of doing 
good”—the Assembly denies any such inference. They 
regard their resolution simply as the expression of their 
collective opinion upon a subject of great practical mo- 
ment, coupled with an earnest recommendation to the: 
above associations to withdraw from operating in the 
churches of our denomination. If the General Assem- 
bly be, as the Constitution makes it, “the bond of union, 
peace, correspondence, and mutual confidence among 
all our churches,” surely it not only has a right, but 
is bound to recommend to the churches what will pro- 
mote “ union, peace, and mutual confidence,” and re- 
move the contrary evils. If freed from foreign inter- 
ference, the Assembly believes that the churches would 
find no difficulty whatever in contributing to the two 
great departments of Missions ard Education, through 
the medium of the long established, safe, and efficient. 
organizations of the Church. Nor can they conceive 
any reason why Presbyterians should hesitate to do 
this—as soon as they contrast the principles and modes: 
of action, of the responsible and irresponsible organi- 
zations. The Assembly have no inclination to dictate 
tu any individual—how he shall give, or what amount 
he shall give—but would earnestly recommend to all, 
to give wisely, and in such manner as to sustain and. 
not undermine the Church with which they have en- 
tered into covenant. 

3. To the third reason, they reply in affirmation to 
the questions of the protestants themselves—“ the ne- 
cessary aid wiL be afforded, and if afforded the Assem- 
bly can sce no reason why the aid furnished by the 
Church to its ministers, feeble congregations, and 
youth, should be considered as coming “ from a source 
or in a way less “ grateful to their feelings,” than the 
aid which comes from any other hands. 

That man can have novery strong predilections for 
his own Church, who rather than receive aid from it, 
would apply to a society that professed to belong to nv 
denomination in particular, and that has never to this 
day given any pledge to the Church what system of 
doctrine it will maintain. 3 

It is insinuated by the signers of the Protest that the 
“way” in which the Board of Education affords aid to 
its candidates, will be less grateful to their feelings 
than the way in which it is given by the American 
Education Society. Their way is one of our most 
serious objections to the whole system—viz. requiring 
‘of the young men bonds to refund all they have re- 
ceived in a short time after entering the ministry. 

Above all other men, ministers, and candidates for 
the ministry, should shrink with horror from the idea 
of contracting a debt without any visible resources to 
meet it. 

We object most sulemnly to a system which subjects 
so large a portion of the ministry of our Church to the 
control of a power without the Church. 

The system of our own Board binds our young 
ministers only in the bonds of gratitude. If any one 
chooses to consider what he receives as a loan, 
God puts it in his power’afterwards to furnish an equal 
sum to aid others, it will be to his honour that he has 
done it freely, but if otherwise, he will never be com- 
pelled so to shape his course in the min as may 
best enable him to raise money to pay a debt under 

which he groans being burdened ; nor will he find the 


they must rapidly advance in efficiency; and, in — 
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course. Its plans of usefulness have thus been broken 
up. Its way is embarrassed. The churches under its 
care are thrown into perplexity and eonfwsion, and in 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


a ae , . tae the churches within the| standards, promoted by societies widely operating | to the church, and to the world, to declare _and pro- | to be a protest, though it containge several important 
| proverb exemplified in himself, “the borrower is ser- Besides, the ng aie | ge ough eciarehen, Bs. ser into form and openly em.- | test, that it is not because we do directly or indirectly minatnesenaiin of facts, and sik extraneous adie 


nods, are strictly Presbyterian in| thr 
bounds of said Sy h 4 oo the | braced by almost entire Presbyteries and Syncds, fa- | hold or countenance the errors stated. Weare willing | be admitted to record without answer ; the lateness of 


4. of the protest, the Assembly | their structure, and, with few exceptions, ive General Assem. | to bear our testimony in fall against them, and now do | th 
iginall tion our repeated acts of success! » and ni period at which iti ing it i i 
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ly respects altoget 1801, secured to them by the Assembly of 1808, by | of the Assembly, the Committee to whom the Memo- | sition to the erroneous doctrine condemned, as follows, | be sent to the respective Presbyteries to which the | answer To PROTEST IN REGARD To THIRD PRESBYTERY 


OF PILIILADELPHIA. 


Mr. Piumer moved the following resolution in reply 
to the above protest. _ 

Resolved, ‘That the protest respecting the dissolution 
of the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia is sufficiently 
answered, by stating that the reasonings which it con- 
tains are foreign from the grounds on which the ques- 
tion was decided; that the evidence before this As- 
sembly, establishing the evil effects of the existence 
of this Presbytery, is ample; that the principle on 
which it was formed, and on which it has existed up 
to this time, viz: that of elective affinity, is now, on 
all hands, admitted to be unconstitutional; and lastly, 
that being originally formed by. the Assembl1, none 
can question the right of that body to dissolve it, wden- 
ever its continued existence is found to be injurious to 
truth and charity, 


signers of the protest belong, calling their altention to 
the developments of theological views contained in it, 
and enjoining on them to inquire into the soundness of 
the faith of those who have ventured to make so strange 
avowals, as some of these are. 


viz. 

lst Error—‘‘ That God would have prevented the 
existence of sin in our world, but was not able, with- 
out destroying the moral agency of man; or, that for 
aught that appears in the Bible to the contrary, sin is 
incidental to any wise moral system.” 

True Doctrine—God permitted the introduction of 
sin, not because he was unable to prevent it, consis- 
tently with the moral freedom of his creatures, but 
for wise and benevolent reasons which he has not re- 
vealed. | 

2d Error—* That election to eternal life is founded 
on a foresight of faith and obedience.” 

True Doctrine—Election to eternal life is not found- 
ed on a foresight ‘of faith and obedience, but is a 
sovereign act of God’s mercy, whereby according 
to the counsel of his own will he has chosen 
some to salvation; “ Yet so as thereby neither is vio- 
lence offered to the will of the creatures, nor is the 
liberty or contingency of second causes taken away, 
but rather established ;” nor does this gracious purpose 
ever take effect independently of faith and a holy 
life. 

3d Error—* That we have no more to do with the 
first sin of Adam than with the sins of any other pa- 
rent.” 

True Doctrine—By a divine constitution, Adam was 
so the head and representative of the race, that as a 
consequence of his transgression all mankind become 


which the Synod of Albany was authorised to take the | rial was referred, presented their report in relation to 
“ middle association” under its care, in virtue of which | these errors, and invited the attention of the Assembly 
arrangement, commissioners from said association | to this subject, as one of the very first importance, de- 
were admitted tothe floor of the General Assembly, | tailing, with one or two verbal alterations merely, the 
up to the period when the association was dissolved, | list of errors condemned by the Memorialists, and al- 
and erected into two Presbyterics, regularly organised leged to be rife in the Presbyterian Church. It was 
out of its materials. moved to amend this list by introducing into it. four 
4, Because all our Synods and Presbyteries have | other errors, alleged to be held, and taught, and pro. 
been regularly and constitutionally formed and recog- | ductive of great mischief in the Church. At the same 
nized, and, as such, have no necessary dependence time, request was made for one day’s delay, that so 
whatever upon the “ Plan of Union,” or any other plan | great and important a subject might receive the calm 
of accommodation, and, consequently, could not be af- | and sober attention it merited. On all hands discus- 
fected either by the existence or abrogation of such | sion was allowed to be desirable and necessary; and 
plan. the Assembly agreed to make the subject the order of 
5. Because no proof was exhibited on the floor of | the day for the next day. When the next day arrived 
the Assembly, that a single minister in these Synods | however, the Assembly refused to take up the subject, 
was irregularly inducted into the office of the ministry, | and notwithstanding frequent attempts were made by 
and we know of none such; and in every Presbytery | the minority, to get at the discussion, and the radical 
belonging to these Syneds, there are churches formed | importance of the subject had been alleged, the Assem- 
on strict Presbyterian principles, and in most of our | bly uniformly refused to take it up, till near the close 
Presbyteries such churches compose a large majority. | of the sessions, when all discussion and amendment 
6. Because while the resolution for the exclusion of | were instantly prevented by the call for the previous 
these Synods was under discussion, members were | question. 
permitted to read and refer to letters and publications 2. We protest because of the manner in which the 
containing what we consider unfounded statements; | vole was arrivedat. ‘I'he amendment offered proposed 
and to utter vague and injurious reports, and when re- | the condemnation of the four following errors, of the 
quested, refused to give names, places, and dates, and, | existence of which in the Presbyterian Church, more 


Ithough the right insisted upon, not a single | decisive proof in our view was given by several 
« speakers, than of any reported by the Convention, viz. 


t enterprises, the 
opt a system ofaction 
which may of error. To 
who are so anxious for advancernent of 
Truth, as we have received it, in the standards of our 
Church, we earnestly recommend the autho- 
rised and responsible agencies of the Church. If 
they wefe once delivered from the ceaseless efforts 
which have been made to cripple their efficiency, im- 
| pair their'eharacter, and withdraw from them the con- 
| tributions of our own churches, why, may they not af- 
‘ford a delightful channel for the benevolence of all who 
love the Presbyterian name. 
i 5. The last reason of the protest is, that the resolu- 


perverted to the 
PROTEST 


Against resolutions declaring Synods of Utica, Ge- 
neva, and Genesee out of the Presbyterian Church. 


‘The undersigned, members of the General Assem- 
bly, enter their solemn and decided protest against the 
act of the Assembly by which the Synods of Utica, 
Geneva, and Genesee have been declared to be out 
of the ecclesiastical connection of the Presbyterian 
Church. 
For this protest we assign, before the Church and 
its Great Head, the following reasons: 
1. Ser resolutions of the Assembly declare the | —— 
“ Plan of Union” with the General Association of Con. , 
necticut to have been unconstitutional; and assign | THE PRESB YTERIAN., 
the abrogation of that plan, as a leading reason tor 
declaring these Synods out of our connection; where- 
as, in the estimation of the undersigned, not a single 
— of the constitution was violated by that 
an. 
2. It appears to the undersigned, that even if the 
plan of union had been unconstitutional, that its abroga- 
tion could not annul the solemn compacts which were 


tion of the Assembly is founded upon misapprehension 

a4 of the responsibility of said socicties. T'o this it is re- 
'? plied, that societies organized as these are, rarely exer- 
cise any control, but leave the management entirely 
to those who are appointed for that purpose; and in 
the election of officers, those nominated by the Secre- 
tary or the officers for the time being, are uniformly 
eleeted, and it would be deemed a breach of decorum for 
any one to make a different nomination. The only 
therefore that individuals or even communities 

can exercise is te withold their contributions; but they 
must do this silently or they will be held up as the 


SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 1837. 


TERMS.—Two Dollars and Fifty cents in ad . 
Three Dollars if not paid in pha ae in advance 


Mistake Correctep.—The appeal of Adam 


of these t sehe f be l , as is | commissioner from any one of the thrce Synods could aegis A - 
pre ~eabone aye te SU ieden,in regard fe ite obtain the floor to ‘ney ae the Assembly, and the reso- | “1. That man has no ability of any kind to obey God’s | morally corrupt, and liable to death temporal and | ratified by this plan between the Gencral Assembly Johnston was not from the decision of the Synod 
| lution being put down by the motion for the previous | command or do his duty; 2. That ability is not neces. | eternal. es and the General Association, as contracting parties in | of Philadelphia, as published in the minutes of 
sary to constitute obligation ; 3. That God may justly | 4th Error—*“ That infants come into the world as | that plan. the Assembly last week, but from the Presbytery 


question. 
7. Because no notice whatever was given to the 
Synods in question, of the intention to sever them from 
the Presbyterian Church, nor the least opportunity af- 
forded them for vindicating themselves from the vague 
and informal charges uttered agdinst them on the} A motion was made for the postponement of the 
floor of the General Assembly. amendment and doctrinal discussion till the next 
8. Because there has been no definite or authentic | day, and argued till the previous question was demand. 
evidence whatever, regularly before this Assembly, of | ed, which the Moderator decided would present the 
the existence within the bounds of those said Synods | question of postponement, as “ the main question,” and 
of those errors in doctrine, or those gross irregularities | in that form the previons question was put and carried. 
in practice, which they are alleged to be guilty of tole- | But instead of taking up the subject then made the or- 
rating. der of the day for the next day, the majority even after- 
9. Because, in our view, these acts of the Assembly | wards refused to do so until the rule for the previous 
are not only unconstitutional and unwarrantable, but question had been so altered, and the Moderator’s deci- 
tend tu disturb the peace of our churches, to injure our | sion on it so had, that the use of the previous question 
ministerial character and standing, and to impair our | would cut off the amendment, and bring up the origi- 
usefulness, and thus to retard the progress of truth and | nal list of errors as the main question. At the close of 
righteousness in one of the most populous and important | the scssion when it was wel! known that this would be 
sections of our country. 3 the effect of the previous question, the report of the 
10. Because, finally, while in the accompanying | Committee was taken up, and the call for the previous 
resolutions, it is declared that these acts are not in- | question made so immediately as to prevent all discus- 
tended to affect ministerial character, or to interfere | sion on the amendment thereafter, as well as on the 
with the organization and peace of our Synods or | whole list of doctrinal errors. | 
Presbyteries, the last resolution in the category directs| 3. We protest because of the effect produced by the 
Presbyteries, ministers, and churches to detach them- | prospect or probability of obtaining an unanimous con- 
selves from the bodies with which they are now con- | demnation of the errors. During the short discussion 
nected, and apply for admission into the nearest which took place on the amendment, it became obvious, 
Presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church. Thus at- | that there would be a general, if not unanimous, testl- 
tempting to exercise authority over bodies already | mony of the Assembly against the errors proposed to 
declared not to be constituent portions of the Presby- | be condemned. Such a vote would have greatly weak- 
terian Church in the United States, and to disturb their | ened, if not entirely destroyed the allegations of the 
order and peace. Convention, who affirmed that they had “ conclusive 
For these reasons we do hereby enter our solemn | proof” that these errors “tare widely disserninated in 


protest and remonstrance against the proceedings in | the Presbyterian Church.” We hoped it would have 
question. arrested all the subsequent action of the Assembly, 


Signed, which we feel to have been so disastrous to the inter. 

ests of our beloved Church. At all events, its moral 
effect, as a testimony against errors, would have been 
so great, that had it been the main and exclusive de. 
sign of the majority to condemn error, we think it 
strange they did not see and appreciate it. We think 
it strange too, that instead of endeavouring to obtain a 
unanimous vote in the condemnation of error, and pro- 
mote peace and harmony which might have prevented 
much of what we believe will be productive of great 
and lasting injury to the Church, the doctrinal errors 
were studiously and with determination, kept back 
from the consideration of the Assembly, till nearly all 
those measures were adopted, which would only be 
alleged to be necessary, on supposition of the fact, that 
there could be no unanimity or agreement in the con- 
demnation of error. 

4. We protest because of the embarrassing condition in 
which members of the minority were placed by the man- 
ner in which the majority determined finally to act on 
the report. ‘The report presented the list of errors and 
proposed that the Assembly testify against them, not 
as errors in thesi, but as errors declared by the Con- 
vention to be rife in the Presbyterian Church. This, 
some of the members did not believe. At all events no 
proof whatever was exhibited or offered, that such is 
the fact. Others felt that some of the errors condemn- 
ed, are erroneous inferences, which have been drawn 
and boldy charged by those who do not understand the 
real sentiments of brethren, who prefer, in explaining 
the great doctrines of our Confession and of the word 


free from moral defilement as was Adam when he was 
created.” 

True Doctrine—Adam was created in the image of 
God, endowed with kuowledge, righteousness, and 
true holiness. Infants come into the world, not only 
destitute of these, but with a nature inclined to evil, 
and only evil. 
oth Error.—That infants sustain the same relation 
to the moral government of God in this world as brute 
animals, and that their sufferings and death are to be 
accounted for, on the same principles as those of 
brutes, and not by any means to be considered as 
penal.” 

True Doctrine.—Brute animals sustain no such re- 
lation to the moral government of God as does the hu- 
man family. Infants are a part of the human family. 
And their sufferings and death are to be accounted for 
on the ground of their being involved in the general 
moral ruin of the race incurred by the apostasy.” 

6th Error.— That there is no other original sin 
than the fact that all the posterity of Adam, though by 
nature innocent, will always begin to sin when they 
begin to exercise moral agency ; that original sin does 
not include a sinful bias of the human mind, and a 
just exposure to penal sufferings; and that there is no 
evidence in Scripture, that infants, in order to sal- 
vation, do need redemption by the blood of Christ, and 
regeneration by the Holy Ghost.” 

True Doctrine.—Original sin is a natural bias to 
evil, resulting from the first apostasy,—leading in- 
variably and certainly to actual transgression. And 
all infants, as well as adults, in order to be saved, 
necd rpgemption by the blood of Christ and regenera- 
tion by*the Holy Ghost. 

7th Error.—* That the doctrine of imputation, 
whether of the guilt of Adam’s sin, or of the righte- 
ousness of Christ, has nu foundation in the word of 
God, and is both unjust and absurd.” 

True Doctrine.—The sin of Adam is not imputed 
to his posterity in the sense of a literal transfer of 
personal qualities, acts, and demerit; but, by reason 
of the sin of Adam in his peculiar relation, the race 
are treated as if they had sinned. Nor is the righte- 
ousness Of Christ imputed to his people in the sense of 
a literal transfer of personal qualities, acts, and merit, 
but by reason of his righteousness, in his peculiar re- 
lation, they are treated as if they were righteous. 

8th Error—* That the sufferings and death of 
Christ were not truly vicarious and penal, but sym- 
bolical, governmental, and instructive only.” 

True Doctrine.—The sufferings and death of Christ 
were not symbolical, governmeutal, and instructive 
only, but were truly vicarious, i.e. a substitute for the 
punishment due to trangressors. And while Christ 
did not suffer the literal penalty of the law, involving 
remorse of conscience and the pains of hell, he did 
offer a sacrifice, which infinite wisdom saw to be a 
full equivalent. And by virtue of this atonement over- 
tures of mercy are sincerely made to the race, and 
salvation secured to all wha believe. 

9th Error.—That the impenitent sinner is by na- 
ture, and independently of the renewing influence or 
almighty energy of the Holy Spirit in full possession 
of all the ability necessary to a full compliance with 
all the commands of God.” 

True Doctrine—While sinners have all the facul- 


3. Least of all, in the estimation of the undersigned, 
could the abrogation of the plan of union interfere 
with the constitutional existence of whole Synods; for 
such Synods could not, in the nature of the case, be 
“ formed and attached to this body under and in ezxe- 
cution of said plan,” as declared in the resolutions. 
The only connexion which the Synods could have 
with this plan was, to permit churches of a peculiar 
organization to be attached to the Presbyterics under 
their care, and this was done in the Synods of Utica, 
Geneva, and Genesce, by successive acts of the As- 
sembly. 

4. The resolutions charge these Synods with 
“gross disorders,” in direct violation of the principles 


 Aseembly. | 
’ It is admitted that their funds are in some sense the 
freewill offerings of the Churches; but efforts are con- 
tinually making by the agents and friends of these so- 
cieties, to divert the benectactions of our own churclies 
from the channels which the Church has made for 
them. Our own Boards aro excluded almost uniformly 
from all the churches where these societies gain admit- 
tance; and it is not doubted that they desire the exclu- 
sion of our Board; for they admit that the operation of 
two similar institutions in the same field is an eril ; 
and to whom are they responsible for all this? Indi- 
viduals may cease to contribute to their funds, thst is 
all. When a large convention was held in Cincinnati 
in which a great portion of the Presbyteries in the val- 
ley of the Mississippi was represented; and it was 
voted by an overwhelming majority that it was expe- 
dient our Domestic Missions should be conducted by 
our own Board; did the American Home Missionary 
Society acknowledge any right in the representatives of 
these Presbyteries to control their operations? The 
subsequent history of the contentions and strifes in that 
region, growing out of the rival action of those two in- 
stitutions affords a mournful comment on their irres- 
ponsible character. 
The Protestants say, in regard to these Societies— 
“ Their operations are all subject to the strictest re- 
view.” Review? by whom? By the Presbyterian 
Church? Some of vs have sought in vain, in their 
published documents, for satisfactory evidence that 
they were managed with propriety. But how should 
an institution which has the centre of its operations in 
New England hold itself responsible to the Presbyte- 
rian Church? But in regard to our own Board of 
Education, the Asssmbly has required it to submit, for 
the inspection of its members, a detailed account of 
its candidates by name, their places of study, amount 
received, &c. &c. And they were bound to obey; for 
had they refused obedience, the Assembly might have 
at once dissolved them. Does the American Educa- 
tion Socicty, or any of its branches, fecl responsibilities 
like these ? | 3 
But these Socicties, from the very nature of their 
organization, are not Presbyterian Institutions, while 
our own Boards are strictly so. The American Home 
Missionary Society is composed of various denomina- 
tions of Christians, and the American Education So- 
ciety educates professedly Arminians as well as Cal. 
vinists—for it aids Methodists, Cumberland Presbyte- 
_rians, and Cutherans, and yet the Protestants talk of 
“ giving all the security for sound orthodoxy and ec. 
. clesiastical order, which the Constitution of the 
Church affords.” Surely they do not mean, that it is 
Presbyterian orthodoxy and order. 
. Moreover, they sustain beneficiaries at Oberlin and 
Yale, and other Theological Institutions where doc- 
trines are taught diametrically opposed to our stan- . 
nd where is their responsibility to the Pres- 
byterian Church? Certainly they do not acknow- 
ledge themselves responsible to this Assembly. Their 
friends, in the above Protest, expressly deny this 
responsibility in their second reason, viz: that the ac- 
tion of this Assembly “ is regarded as interfering with 
the right of every individual in our Church to adopt 
his own way of doing .” Therefore, no matter 
| how they abuse the liberty and recommendations 
i given them, the Assembly have no right to watch over 


command what man has no ability to perform, and just- 
ly condemn him for the non-performance ; 4. That all 
the powers of man to perform the duty required of him 
have been destroyed by the fall.” | 


of Philadelphia. 


Protests anD Answers.—A considerable por- 
tion of our paper of this week is occupied with 
the Protests of the Minority of the late General 
Assembly, together with the Answers of the As- 
sembly to the same. We thought we would be 
doing our readers a service by presenting them en- 
tire in one paper; and we ask for them an atten- 
tive perusal. They may be found on the first, 
of - constitution and the rules adopted by the As- | Second, and fourth pages. Having now com- 
sembly. leted the publication of all the principal docu- 

5. ‘I'he resolutions assert “that even the plan of | ti of es Assembly, we shall, 3 ft next, be 


union itself was never consistently carried into effect ; 
by those professing to act under it,” and that the fact | enabled to present our readers with the usual va- 
riety of matter in our columns. 


was ‘ made clear to us ;”” while not a particle of evi- 
LEE 


dence to this effect was exhibited. ; 
6. The charge of heresy is strongly implied, and j 

that too in no doubtful terms, in the THe Late Genera. AssemB.y.—Having placed 

oe hese ——" - churches and ministers in | before our readers the minutes of the General As- 

these three Synods. Not more than “one or two : ; 

Presbyteries” of all the number embraced in these 

Synods are represented as “strictly Presbyterian in | 294 all of the principal documents, we would 
be safe in leaving them to form their own judg- 


doctrine and order.” ‘This virtual charge of heresy 
against the remainder is a violation of the constitution, t of ; : 
(Book of Discipline.) which has been pursued. We have but little 
7. The whole matter embraced in these resolutions | doubt, that after the fever of excitement has been 
was, by a vote of the Assembly in the hands of a | allayed. and th 
committee ; and the Synods were declared out of our le 
connection, before the committee had reported to the ” ee : ave been dispassionately con- 
house. 2 sidered, the prominent acts of the Assembly will 
8. The undersigned deem this act a dismemberment | meet with the hearty approbation of the thinking 
of the Presbyterian Church; and adapted, in its char- and impartial porti t enleul d . 
acter and effects, to produce disorganization and ruin Ps Porton, HOS only Of OWN 
in our beloved Zion. nation, but of others also. Where all the circum- 
9. were regularly stances of the case are not fully known, the seem- 
stituted before the adoption of the constitution of the | ; : | 
Presbyterian Church, in its present form, and their ing of these 
Presbyteries joined in its adoption; and these Synods | S¥tprise, but this will be diminished just in pro- 
have contributed largely to the funds of the Presbyte- | portion as the facts and reasons on which they 
rian Church. 
10. The Assembly admitted, while the resolutions Bie based, become known to the Christian 
were under discussion, various accusations to be stated public. 
against these Synods, while they were not on trial, The position in which the Presbyterian Church 
an@ could, in the nature of the case, have no opportu- | was placed previously to the meeting of the As- 
nity for defence. lj 
Lastly, We farther protest against this act, because | 5°™ ee and unprecedented. By the 
it was done after one whole Synod had been unconsti- | operation of causes, which, for many years, had 
ene declared out of our oe and were de- | heen exerting a silent though decided and increas- 
rived of a vote in the case; and this act must conse- | - . . 
ing influence, the Chureh had become like “a 
house divided against itself.” ‘I'he elements of 
discord existed before an occasion was afforded to 
bring them into collision; two powerful parties, 
with but few mutual sympathies, and opposed to 
each other on great principles, were lying on their 
arms ready for contest; there was a seeming 
peace, but it was deceitful,—and the conflict when 
it did come, only revealed what had before ex- 


~ 
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Joun and others. 


THE ASSEMBLY’S ANSWER TO THE FORE- 
GOING PROTEST. 

In reply to the protest of the Commissioners from 
the Presbyteries composing the Synods of Utica, Ge- 
neva, and Genesee, against the act of this Assmbly, 
declaring them no longer a constituent portion of the 
Presbytcrian Church, the Assembly remark : 

1. That the above named Synods became connected 
with the Presbyterian Church by the Plan of Union of 
1801; which plan the Assembly had no constitutional 
power to adopt; and was accordingly null and void 
from the beginniag. So it has been declared by this 
Assembly. And as these Synods became connected 
with the General Assembly by an unconstitutional 
plan of union, they never have been a constitutional 
part of it. And this is all the act in reference to them 
declares. 

Nor is there, as the protestants declare, an excom- 
munication of four or five hundred ministers. The act 
itself asserts the contrary. As there was no judicial 
process instituted against them, no citations were ne- 
cessary. Without impeaching the character or stand- 
ing of the brethren composing these Synods, this As- 
seinbly by a legislative act merely declares them, in 
consequence of the abrogation of the plan of union of 
1801, no longer a constituent part of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 


Signed, Jessur, and others. 


4SWER TO THE ABOVE PROTEST. 


Mr. PLumer thereupon moved the following reso- 
lution : 
Resolved, That the protest just offered contains no 
misstatements, reasoning, or principle, which has not 
been fully or fairly met and answered in the answers 
to other protests against votes of this house; and 


the Churches and warn them of danger, and point States. : ; : 
5 Sher 2. When resolutions were before the house for the | of God, to speak in the language of common sense, | ties necessary to a perfect moral agency and a just | therefore, for an answer, we refer to the answer to the | . aunties 
: nee oe : dow a ‘ae BEET wes ore hed vy citation of judicatories to the bar of the next Assembly | rather than to employ certain theological technics or | accountability ; such is their love of sin, and oppuosi- | protest respecting the abrogation of the plan of union; | '‘Sted,—that there was a schism in the body. The 
: er! y charged by common fame with sanctioning errors in| terms of scholastic divinity not found either in the | tion to God and his law, that, independently of the re-| and also, to the answer to the protest of members of | great extent of the schism was not at once per- 


the Synod of the Western Reserve, and to the answer 
to the protest of certuin members of the Synods of Ge- 
nesce, Utica, and Geneva. 


ceived, and hence many, who were friendly to the 
truth, disapproved of the rising controversy, and 
attributed it to personal feeling, or at best to a 
mistaken and punctilious regard to verbal and tri- 
vial points of doctrine. But the course of events 
was onward; new and daily developments were 
made; the controversy, at first confined to a single 
spot, began to attract notice from a distance; in- 
formation was widely diffused ; men began to read 
and reflect; an increasing interest was felt in the 
issue; and at length, notwithstanding the obscu- 
rity which had been artfully thrown around the 
subject, the true character of the controversy was 
appreciated, and the opposing parties exhibited 
the peculiar traits by which they became easily 
distinguished. 

The one party became known as the advocates 


newing influence or almighty energy of the Holy 


perish. This may be viewed as their own denial of 
Spirit, they never will comply with the commands of 


| responsibility to this body, for the first signature is 
4 that of the Corresponding Secretary of the American 
; Home Missionary Society. But although this Assem- 
| bly cannot reach them as it can its own Boards, it 
holds them responsible, and warns the Churches of the 
danger of countenancing them. 

e are aware that there is danger both to Church 
and State from large monied institutions, but this 
surely docs not prove that both Church and State 
should refuse to countenance the establishment of all 
institutions which require funds for their support. 
With the exception of a small fund, raised many 
years ago for missionary purposes, our Boards expect 
to have no permanent funds, but spend from year to 
year what the Church entrusts them with. But the 
American Education Society has permanent funds, 
as we understand, which are continually incrcasing 
by this refunding system, as well as by donations: 
and the calculations of this increase, made by them. 
selves, are truly alarming. But they are the very 
same kind of men—ministers and elders—who man- 
age the pecuniary affairs both of the Voluntary Asso- 
ciations and Ecclesiastical Boards, and sometimes the 
very same individuals. Is there no danger to the 
Church when they are sitting as a Board of Mana- 
gers, but certain ruin when they come together as 
rulers in the house of God? ‘The General Assembly, 
however, as an ecclesiastical body, does not manage 
the Education and Missionary funds, but simply ap- 
points persons tu doit; and certainly they are as com- 
petent to do this as any promiscuous assembly, by 
which a Board of Managers is elected. 

PROTEST 
Of the Commissioners from the Synods of Utica, Gene- 
va, and Genesee, against the act of the General As- 
sembly of 1837, decluring them no longer constituent 
parts of the Presbyterian Church. 


Bible or in our standards, and which, it is believed, in 
many instances make dangerous practical impressions 
and contrary both to the truth and to the design of those 
that use them. ‘T'o have refused on the one hand, for 
these and such like reasons, to condemn these errors, 
would necessarily, in the present agitated state of the 
public mind, excite suspicions and doubts as to their 
soundness in the faith of those who did so, yea, even a 
non liquet vote, or declining to vote altogether, would 
have the same effect. On the other hand to have con- 
demncd these errors, without some opportunity afforded 
in discussion to state their real views, and to disavow 
their belief of the erroncous inferences drawn from 
their mode of explaining the doctrines of the standards 
in the language of common sense, in preference to that 
of scholastic theology, would have subjected them to 
the charge of insincerity and hypocrisy, of late so 
industriously circulated against many estimable men 
in the Presbyterian Church. Christian candour, the 
spirit of brotherly love, and the obligation to do to 
others as we would have them to do to us, we think, 
should have rendered the majority willing to afford 
their brethren full opportunity to exhibit their real 
views, to correct any misreprescntations, to disavow 
any false inferences attributed to them as their opinions, 
and to unite with them in the condemnation of per- 
nicious error. | 

5. We protest also, because of the want of discrimi. 
nation, as we think, in the statement of the errors—some 
of which are propositions wholly of a metaphysical 
character, and on points by no means clearly and posi- 
tively settled cither in our standards, or in the sacred 
Scriptures, and calculated exccedingly to perplex and 
bewilder the great mass of ordinary readers in finding 
them classed with errors essentially at variance with 
both. 
6. We protest further, because of the imperfect cha- 
racter, as we think, of the testimony given against error 
in the report and resolutions adopted. We think that the 
dangerous errors brought into view by the amendment, 
should have been condemned ; and that it is not suffi- 
cient to affirm a proposition to be crroneous without 
asserting the contrary truth. Such a testimony in full 
we were prepared to give had we been allowed an op- 


doctrine and irregularities in practice, the protestants 
unanimously opposed them. And now they complain 
that they were not thus cited. 

3. The compact of the Assembly of 1808 with the 
Synod of Albany, in reference to the “ Middle Asso- 
ciation,” is as unconstitutional as the plan of union 
of 1801. And the fact stated by the protestants 
that two large Presbyteries were made out of that 
middle association, and that coinmissioners from said 
association were adinitted to the floor of the Assembly 
as members, only proves the constitutionality of the 
act against which they complain. So that their third 
specification of gricvance contains its own answer. 

4. The contrary of their fourth specification of 
grievance is believed, and proved to be the fact. The 
great majority of the churches of these Synods were 
formerly Congregational; and the great majority of 
those of them now Presbyterian, retain much of their 
Congregational peculiarities and prejudices. They al- 
most unanimously prefer the institutions of the church 
they have abandoned, to those of the church of their 
adoption ; they are in form Presbyterian; but in pre- 
judice and in fact Congregational. 

5. As no charge was brought against any minister 
or ministers, that they were irregularly inducted into 
the office of the ministry, no proof was needed to sus- 
tain it. ‘The charge is, not that they were irregularly 
inducted into the Christian ministry, but that they 
were unconstitutionally connected with the Presbyte- 
rian Church. | 
6. The papers complained of were official papers, 
published over the signatures of Stated Clerks of Pres- 
byteries and Committees of Synods and Associations. 
The resolutions complained of were thirty-six hours 
under debate, and more than one half of the time was 
occupied by those opposed to their adoption. A brother 
in midst of an argument yielded the floor, that the 
protestants might make what statements they thought 
proper. But none were made. ‘The previous question 
was once withdrawn for the same purpose; and they 
were yet silent. And yet they complain because no 
time was given, that they were put down by the pre- 
vions question !! | 
7. ‘his is founded on the supposition that they were 
constitutional parts of the Presbyterian Church, and | portunity. 
that the act by which they are declared to be no longer | 7. We protest yet further, because the language of 
a constitutional part of it is, not a legislative, but a | several of the statements, we think is so ambiguous as 
judicial act. Both of which suppositions are incorrect. | to contain different propositions, according to the dif- 
8. The evidence of great errors in doctrine, and ferent legitimate signification of the terms employed 
gross irregularities in practice, prevailing to an alarm-.| in the statement, and therefore requiring some expla- 
ing extent within the bounds of said Synods, and if| nation, as in specification first, when it is said God 
not countenanced, certainly unsuppressed by them, is | was not able to prevent the existence of sin. Here, if 
before the Church and the world. the words “ not able” be taken in the sense of a want 
9. This is a mere expression of opinion by the pro- | of a mere literal power we have one proposition; but} 15th Error. “ That the righteousness of Christ is 
testants, to which, in this free country, every man has | if understood to signify inconsistency with the perfec- | not the sole ground of the sinner’s acceptance with 
an undoubted right. tions of the divine nature, generally, we have another | God; and that in no sense does the rightcousness of | tery. mee ‘ ._. |a virtual revolution. ‘Thi ; 
10. In the resolution complained of, this Assembly | totally different ; and so of can in the 13th and cannot | Christ become ours.” ; ie 3. Because the objections urged against the exist- ; on. iS Was conspicuously 
merely tenders its advice to the ministers and churches | in the 14th specifications. The same is also true in True Doctrine. All believers are justified, not on | ence of this Presbytery on the ground of its alleged the case in all the stages of a late memora- 
sincerely Presbyterian, and points them to the constitu- regard to the term ability in the latter clause of speci- the ground of personal merit, but solely on the ground defective geogr aphical limits, are wholly without ble trial, and more particularly was made evi- 
tional door by which they may speedily return to the fication 9th. If by ability be meant endowments, such of the obedience and death, or in other words, the | foundation, inasmuch as the geographical boundaries dent in the Assembly of 1836. ‘The facts dis 
Church of their preference and affection. as constitute the natural capabilities of a moral and | righteousness of Christ. And while that righteousness | are completely and throughout its whole extent accu- a ee eee a 
responsible agent, we have one proposition; but if not theirs the sense a literal transfer closed at that time, illustrative of the principles 
bility be unders ignifi ispositi ; of personal qualities and merit; yet from respect to it, | stricted within limits much more distinct efine ; : . : * 
PROTEST IN REGARD TO DOCTRINAL ER- will and to God, God can does treat them as if they were than either of the two other Presbyteries in this city. panty 
 bepeemtate one wholly diverse. To the list of ambiguities we| 16th Error. “'That the reason why some differ from| 4. We protest against the resolution, because of its Cee eng 7 who had hitherto been 
may add the term regeneration in the latter clause of | others in regard to their reception of the Gospel is, | unconstitutionality, inasmuch as the Presbytery has incredulous, of the imminent danger to which the 
specification 12th. If in that place regeneration be that they make themselves to differ.” been dissolved without being accused, cited, tried, or | vital interests of the Church were exposed, and 
in uniting the Orthodox, in counsel and action. It 
became obvious, that the new party in the confi- 
dence of their strength, were prepared to counte- 


od. 
10th Error.—* That Christ does not intercede for 
the elect until afler their regeneration.” 

True Doctrine.—The intercession of Christ for the 
elect is previous as well as subsequent to their regene- 
ration, as appears from the following Scripture; viz: 
“] pray, not for the world, but for them which thou 
hast given me, for they are thine. Neither pray I for 
these alone, but for them also which shall believe on 
me through their word.” 
11th Error.—* That saving faith is not an effect of 
the operations of the Holy Spirit, but a mere rational 
belief of the truth, or az:sent to the word of God.” 
Tue Doctrine.—Saving faith is an intelligent and 
cordial assent to the testimony of God concerning his 
Sor, implying reliance on Christ alone for pardon and 
eternal life ; and in all cases it is an effect of the spe- 
cial operations of the Holy Spirit. 
12th Error. “That regeneration is the act of the 
sinner himself, and that it consists in the change of his 
governing purpose, which he himself must produce, 
and whica is the result, not of any direct influence of 
the Holy Spirit on the heart, but chiefly of a persuasive 
exhibition of the truth analogous to the influence which 
one man exerts over the mind of another; or that re- 
generation is not an instantaneous act, but a progres- 
sive work.” 

True Doctrine. Regeneration is a radical change 
of heart, produced by the special operations of the 
Holy Spirit, “ determining the sinner to that which is 
good ; and is in all cases instantaneous. 

13th Error. “'That God has done all that he can do 
for the salyation of all men, and that man himself 
must do the rest.” 

True Doctrine. While repentance for sin and faith 
in Christ are indispensable to salvation, all who are 
saved are indebted from first to last to the grace and 
spirit of God. And the reasen that God does not save 
all, is not that he wants the power to do it, but that in 
his wisdom he does not see fit to exert that power 
further than he actually does. 

14th Error. “'That God cannot exert such influence 
on the minds of men, as shall make it certain that 
they will choose and act in a particular manner without 
impairing their moral agency.” 

True Doctrine. While the liberty of the will is not 
impaired, nor the established connexion betwixt means 
and end broken by any action of God on the mind, he 
can influence it according to his pleasure, and does 
effectually determine it to good in all cascs of true con- 
version. 7 


PROTEST AGAINST DISSOLVING THE THIRD 
PRESBY TERY OF PHILADELPHIA. 
The undersigned, members of the General Assem. 
bly, present the following protest against the resolu- 
tions of the Assembly, by which the Third Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia has been dissolved, and for the 
following reasons : 
1. Because the said resolutions are contrary to the 
acts of several successive General Assemblies, by 
wlich said Presbytery was, as we believe, constitu- 
tionally created, and has been sustained. This Pres. 
bytery was formed by the General Assembly of 1832, 
justly said to have been one of the ablest Assemblies 
that ever sat in this city: and that too after long, full, 
and able discussion, as to the constitutionality of cre- 
ating it, the Assembly having deemed it the only ef- 
fectual and constitutional mode of suppressing the 
protracted and painful disputes among brethren in the 3 
Presbytery of Philadelphia. Nor was this done until | Of the doctrines of the Church as obviously taught 
the Synod had refused to take steps for the division of | in its standards, and as the friends of wholesome 
the Presbytery of Philadelphia, as directed by the As- discioline: and h 
sembly of 1831, and the case had been brought up to Gnd, accordingly, 
the Assembly by complaint and petition, and by the | C¢SSity of an honest and unreserved subscription 
of to the creed of the Church, and upon the crimi- 
tery, having been dissolvc the Synod of Philadel. 
the Assembly assigned geographical limits to this; ™e€t- The other party, contended for limited 
Presbytery, in the belicf and general understanding | and qualified subscription; for a freedom of 


that it was to terminate the dispute in relation to al- opinion which would justify any departure from i 


leged unconstitutional existence on the ground of elec- P 
tive affinity. Here it was hoped this Presbytery would | the doctrines and order of the Church; 


have been permitted to pursue their labours without ; and, accordingly, they were found to indulge — 4 
further molestation. We, therefore, regard it as not jn the most dangerous theological speculations 4 
> 


only doing injury to the Presbytery, but as being con- | PERE = 
trary to the repeatedly expressed decisions of the col- ' and to attempt the defeat of all discipline, 
The Old- 


lected wisdom of the whole Church, and utterly sub. | directed against errors in opinion. 
versive of all stability in our government, when the ' school or orthodox party were the true Presbyte- 


case had been fairly before them, and fully discussed, | .- oer cen 
again to disturb the organization ae thilp’ Presb tery | rians, because they adhered to the Constitution in 


and agitate the churches of this city. be obvious meaning and design, and were not 
2. We protest against the dissolution of this Pres- charged, (with even a show of plausibility, ) 


bytery on the ground of its having been originally a! .: . ; ‘ 
save ios aftinity body; for thie principle a as with dep arting from the ground occupied by their 
recognized and acted upon by the Presbyterian | fathers in the purest days of the Church. The 
Church in this country, for nearly a ecntury, as a New-school party, on the contrary, had not only 
means of terminating painful disputes among brethren | frequently expressed their disrespect for the stan- 


of the same Presbytery. It is a thing of frequent oc- , 
currence to allow a minister unpleasantly situated, dards of the Church, but on frequent occasions, 


cither from local circumstances, or otherwise, to; by their votes, had shown their determination to 
withdraw and connect himself with another Presby- | unsettle the ancient order of things and affect 
9 


Whcereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America, now in ses- 
sion, has declared the Synods of Utica, Geneva, and 
Genesee, no longer constituent parts of the Presbyte- 
rian Church; and whereas the commissioners from 
the Presbyteries constituting those Synods, have been 
deprived of the right of deliberating and voting in this 
7 house— Therefore, 

The undersigned, commissioners from the Synods 
of Utica, Geneva, and Genesee, claim their right to 
enter their protest and remonstrance against these 
acts for the reasons following, viz. 

1. Because we deem such acts utterly unconstitu- 
tional and unprecedented. In our Form of Govern. 
ment (chap. xii. sections 4 and 5,) the powers of the 
General Assembly are specifically defined, but no au- 
thority to exercise such summary process and excision 
is there granted, In our Book of Discipline (chaps. 
iv. and v. ) the mode of procedure in the trial 
and punishment of ministers of the gospel is expressly 
and epecifically prescribed, yet no one point of these 
laws of discipline had been conformed to, in the exci- 
sion and virtual excommunication of four or five hun- 
dred ministers, in and regular standing in the 
Presbyterian Church. No citations have been issued 
or served—no charges have been specified or preferred 
—and no opportunity has been afforded for justification 
or defence. 

2. Because when the regular and constitutional me-. 
thod of trial was proposed to this house, the majority 


‘The undersigned respectfully present their protest 
against the act of the General Assembly adopting the 
report of the Committee of Bills and Overtures on so 
much of the Memorial of the Convention as relates to 
erroncous doctrines, and for the following reasons : 


understood to comprehend all the vicissitudes of mind, True Doctrine. While all such as reject the Gospel | condemned; and that, too, without any opportunity of 
which man experiences in the change from a careless | of Christ do it, not by coercion, but freely,—and all} defence, and in a manner as sudden and unexpected, 
sinner to a real Christian, we shall have a proposition | who embrace it do it not by coercion but freely,—the | as it had been, in our apprehension, contrary to jus- 


rejected this plan, and proceeded without trial in any 


We protest. 1. Because of the course pursued by 
the majority in relation to this report. Early in the 


wholly diverse from that which we would have if we | reason why some differ from others is, that God has| tice and right, inasmuch as it may have the effect to 
understood the term to mean merely the transformation | made them to differ. 


exclude trom the Presbyterian Church some of its 


nance the most pernicious speculations in doc- 


form, and, in our judgment, in the face of all the regu- 101 
lations and provisions of our constitution and rules of | sessions of the Assembly it was announced, that all | of a convicted and anxious sinner, into a true and spiri- (Signed) ministers in good standing, without the benefit of citlin ; FRR gt 
diseipline, to declare the aforesaid Synods to be ‘out | the great questions which should claim their attention, | tual Christian, or the translation from a state of George Duffield, F. Graves, those forms of justice which our Book of Discipline issn. to relax the discipline of the Church; to 
of the ecclesiastical connexion of the Presbyterian | and the action on which, would give character to this | death, in trespasses and sins, to a state of life; E. W. Gilbert, Obadiah Woodruff, provides shall be respected in all processes affecting discountenance all ecclesiastical supervision of 
Charch in the United States, and not in form or fact | Assembly, and affect the very integrity uf the Presby- | so that several of these statements may be true or Thomas Brown, N. C. Clark, the reputation of ministers, and guaranties to all. ministerial education and Foreign and Domestic 
an integral portion of said church ” 3 terian Church, were entwined around and involved in, | false, error or orthodoxy, just as the terms that express Bliss Burnap, . Robert Stuart, 5. Because the resolution was passed after four Sy- Minsléens aad g 
3. Because the act of exclusion is professedly based | the Memorial of the Convention. That Memorial,|them may be differently explained. We feel bound N.S. S. Beman, Nahum Gould, nods had been cut off, thus taking fifty-one commis. | “/!8S!0n8 5 and to reduce the power of the Church 
on the previous act of the Assembly, purporting to ab. | presented as the evils, which lay at the foundation of|to protest against any doctrinal statements coming E. Cheever, Absalom Peters, sioners from the floor of the Assembly, and thus dis- | to the inefficiency of a Congregational Associa- 
te the “ Plan of Union,” formed by the Assembly | their solemn testimony, and threatened the very exis. | from this body, of so ambiguous import and so adapted, E. Seymour, Alexander Campbell. membering the body; which we feel to be the more | tion. These were symptoms which justly ex- 
of 1801, with the Connecticut Association, and acted | tence of the Church, the prevalence of error. ‘“ It is | as we think, without explanation, to perplex and con- George Painter, : gricvous, because, had the measure been attempted cited alarm 
found, and not to instruct and edify the churches. Philadelphia, June 8th, 1837. before such dismemberment, it could not have been : : : 
It was moreover observed, that with a unifor- 


apon for thirty-six years, whereas, in our estimation, 
that ancient. compact could not, in good faith, be abro- 
ted without previous conference with said Associa- 


tion; and even if it could be so abrogated, that abroga- 
tion would not destroy or invalidate the ‘institutions | in the Presbyterian Church, preached and written by 
established, and the rights vested under its operation. | persons who profess to receive and adopt our Scriptural 


of absolute religious 


against error” say the Memorialists, “that we empha- 
tically bear our testimony; error not as it may be 
freely and openly held by others, in this age and land 


om; but error held and taught 


cumstances of the case, we 
prevented from uniting in the final vote, with the ma- 
jority in their testimony against error, for the reasons 


above statcd, we owe it to ourselves, to our brethren, 


We protest, finally, because in view of all the cir- 


feel that, while we were | ASSEMBLY’S ANSWER TO THE FOREGOING 
PROTEST. 


Mr. Piumer moved the following resolutions : 
1. Resolved, That the paper just offercd, purporting | bytery was at peace, and peacefully pursuing its 


carried. 
6. We protest, finally, because of the contentions 
which we fear it will excite again in this city, and 


mity almost unvarying, particular sections of 
country were found contributing their aid to this 


which, we had hoped, had happily ceased. The Pres- 


party, and that these sections had been supplied 


a J 
this Assembly will not be behind the protesters in this es 
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it may be said that our cause is truly prosperous, | at half-past 7 o’clock, P.M. Rev. Dr. Green, Vice-| deep on the level, and in a hollow, where it was blewn 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


all the friends of the coloured man in this noble 
cause. 

A short time since, a family of between 40 and 
090, who would otherwise have remained in bon- 
dage, has been sent from New Orleans to Bassa 
Cove. And a vessel, fitted out by this Society, 
with all things needful for the prosperity of the 
colony, attended by a family of nine white persons, 
destined to operate in Africa, in the various de- 
partments of civilization, science, and religion, 
with a few coloured persons as emigrants, left this 
port on the 14th inst. 

These efforts to benefit the coloured race, have 
been attended with great expense. The same 
gracious Lord, who hitherto has manifested His 
favour, by crowning with such signal blessings, the 
efforts of colonizationists, seemed to say, when the 
Society was hesitating, whether to incur so great 
a responsibility or not, go forward, I am with you. 
Confiding in Him who is ever faithful, and in reli- 


in, a foot deep. ‘ 

Naval.—The Boston Transeri orders 
have been received at the Chesham = tony Yard, to 
build a new sloop of war of the firat class. The United 
States Frigate United States, Captain Wilkinson, ar- 
rived at Gibraltar on the 9th of May from Malaga. 


men would not, in the face of the laws of the 
land, attempt. It would be equally futile to ap- 
peal to a civil tribunal, for the acts complained of 
are so clearly constitutional, that no court of the 
land would attempt to disturb them. 

We have said also that their plans are unwise, 
inasmuch as they will materially affect the integ- 
rity of the party which has adopted them. The im- 
mediate organization of another Church might pos- 
sibly have secured the unity of the party, and would 
have met with no disturbance from the orthodox. 
But as the case stands, a large number of churches 
and ministers are exhorted to remain for a year ni 
a condition in which they belong to no church, 
with no greater promise, than at the end of the 
year, they may be received into a church, which 
has made most special provision against such re- 
ception; these churches for the most part, are 
Congregational in all their preferences, and it will 
be difficult to prevent their return to the institu- 
tions in which they were educated; their minds 
also will be exasperated by the representations 
made to them of their ill usage, and any desire to 
return will be thus repressed ; so that in all pro- 
bability, another year will show their forces greatly 
diminished, and will convince the party of their 
mistake in not creating new bonds of union, as 
soon as the old ones were sundered. With this 
however we have nothing to do. All things are 


g with a ministry which had originally been .Con- 
a gregational ; while, on the other hand, the territory 
originally occupied by Presbyterians, both in its 
ministry and churches, remained firm in its attach- 
ments to the doctrine and order of the Church; so 
that, in fact, the contention was between the Pres- 
. byterians and the Congregationalists who had 
. merely assumed the Presbyterian name. It was 
further manifest that the new party had struggled 
into power by taking advantage of the ratio of 
representation; and by subdividing their Presby- 
teries, had for several years maintained an ascen- 
dancy in the highest judicatory, although their 
delegation represented one-third less churches and 
ministers there, than that of the Orthodox. 

From these facts it was evident, that in the 
very bosom of the Church, there was a party am- 
bitious of power, and not very punctilious in the 
selection of means to securé®it; that this party 
was almost entirely composed of men whose birth 
and education had been in the Congregational 
Church; that among them, the most alarming 
errors in doctrine and irregularities in practice pre- 
vailed without a check; and hence, that if this 
party should succeed in its bold attempts, the 
Presbyterian Church would in fact be subverted. 
In view of this state of things the necessity for de- 
cisive measures became apparent; and such mea- 
sures have at length been adopted, righteous we 


when it has not been prostrated amidst the pecuni- 
ary embarrassments which have pervaded al! class- 
-es of the community. the past 
year has been one in which the Churc 


President, opened the meeting with prayer. 

The following resolution, submitted by the Cor- 
responding Secretary. Mr. Lowrie, after full delibe- 
and the} ration, was decided in the affirmative. 
country has been sorely agitated, and our way ap- | Resolved, That the interest of the missionary cause 

’ 
peared to be hedged up, yet as nothing can retard | as connected with the Western Foreign Missionary 
men’s progress to the judgment seat, the Board | Society, requires a change of location of the centre of| Florida War Renewed—The Globe says :-—" Official. 
were fully convinced that their.work ought not to | its operations from the city of Pittsburgh. reports to the Sth June have been received from Tam- 
stop; and it has not stopped. While the year pre-| The following resolution was then submitted, viz. pa Bay. ‘These reports state that on the night of the 
ceding the last was one of unexampled prosperity, | Resolved, That the centre of operations of the society 2d instant, the Micausaukies, about two hundred in 
and the last year one of unequalled embarrassment, | be, for the present, the city of New York. number, surrounded the camp of Micanopy, Jumper, 
our wants Suing the latter period have been| After an interchange of sentiment till alate hour, | and Cloud, and forced them away. The orders from 
promptly. and fully met. Our actual receipts from the Board adjourned till half past eight o’clock to- Sam Jones and Oseola were not to molest any white 
the Churches have amounted to within about $1500 | morrow. man. ae refused to go, saying that he signed 
of what was collected trom the same sources the| Wednesday, May 24.—The Board met pursuant % treaty, and should hold to it. He was answered, 


i io as. ¢ | that ifhe did not go his blood would be spilt. His re- 
preceding year. This is an encouraging fact, and | to adjournment, and was opened with prayer by the not go be Spl : 
shows the interst that the Presbyterian Church ply was to kill him there, and to do it quiekly ; they, 


Rev. Dr. Elliot. 
takes in this cause, and the confidence which is{ The consideration of the unfinished business was 

cherished toward this Bvard as the alinoner of their | esumed, and after full deliberation was decided in| way, ‘Phe sincerity of Micanopy and Jumper cannot 
ance upon the benevolent efforts of the friends of | bounty. the affirmative. The Corresponding Secretary laid | be doubted. Cloud, however, was always a traitor, 
humanity and religion, the Society hopes that The number of candidates under the care of the before the Board the resignation of the members of | and was the only one who had been warned of what 
every minister of the Gospel, and every friend of Board during the last year is 562. Of these there 


the Executive Committee at Pittsburgh, and the fol- | was to take place. | 
freedom, will send in their contributions, taken up |®Te under private tuition and in Academies 182, | lowing officers were elected for the year ensuing:| “Gen. Jessup states that the scheme of emigration 
on this occasion, to the Treasurer, or General | !9 Colleges 269, and 111 in Theological Semi- 


v1Z. has entirely failed, and that he shall immediately dis- 

Agent of the Pennsylvania Colonization Society. | aries. ALEXANDER SyminoTon, Esq. President. charge the vessels which had been employed to carry 
All who send in collections will be entitled to the} The Institutions at which the candidates are 

Colonization Herald for one year. studying are located as follows: In New England 

Philad. June 20, 1837. 8; in New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, 

a 41; in Delaware and Maryland, 4; in Southern 

Atlantic States, 25; and 28 in the Western States. 


Rey. AsHBEL Green, D. D. Vice-President. the Indians off. He does not anticipate a renewal of 


Watrter Lowrie, Corresponding Secretary. hostilities. Measures have been taken to place the 
James Paton, ‘Treasurer. troops in positions so as to cover the country.” 


Executive Committee The St. Joseph (Florida) 
illi 19t 
Rev. W. W. Phillips, D. D. Mr. James Lenox. agement BY,0R \ 


near the Choctahatchie, between a company of Wal- 
During the last year several candidates have “ Joseph McElroy, D. D. “ Moses Allen, ton Valentin se a ‘party of Seine five of the 
ceased to require further aid from the Board, hav- « John M. Krebs. ‘«¢ Walter Lowrie, | latter were killed, and one taken prisoner. One of the 
ing procured means in other ways to enable them ‘- Nicholas Murray, “ James Paton, | whites, a Mr. Evans, was shot in two places. The 
to go on with their studies. A few have been ‘© Elias W. Crane. _ | day after, the wife of a man named Lawrence, who 
transferred to other Education Societies not con-| The following resolution was then unanimously 


For the Presbyterian. 


NEW SCHOOL CONVENTION AT NEW YORK. 
On Tuesday and Wednesday of last week, the 
newspapers of the city of New York, contained a 
call signed by several laymen, for a public meet- 


kept the stage stand at the Cow Ford, was shot in the 
kitchen. uch alarm is felt on the line, though no 


f believe in themselves, and well adapted, if strictly | under the direction of an overruling Providence, | ; . ’ : : 
| »|ing to be held in the Central Church in Broome . f 
adhered to, and properly enforced, to reform the | and we have no doubt that the important decisions aa. on Wednesday evening 14th inst. for the sa iby vais tet doles. Roy oneal — Ppp adopted, viz. difficulty need be apprehended, as a guard of ten men 
Church. Ata future time we will review these | to which we have adverted, will ultimately pro- | Purpose of hearing statements from Drs. Beman | a short time; the patronage of the Board have been 
measures, and we have no doubt they will appear | mote the furtherance of the Gospel. and meee. and others, in relation to - course | withheld from some for various delinquencies, and| ~~" , : Many of ths ladiues = mont enna a 
to our readers both necessary and just. Our re- of the Presbyterian by death. tween St. Andrews and Choctahatchie Bays. ‘Traces 
marks at present are only preliminary to such a Opinions From Asroap.—The following re-| The meeting was accordingly held. Mr. Zacha- 1836, $43,473 Gl. Cash by DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. peg 
riah Lewis, of Brooklyn, was appointed chairman. ,the current year, ending May 30th, 1837, $40,869} Great Calamity—The city of Baltimore was visited | Econfena, about fifty miles west of this place, are in a 


marks from the Hartford Watchman are jndicious 
and friendly, and we take much pleasure in re- 
have already been, greatly misrepresented ; but, to| publishing them. The Watchman is an orthodox 
the considerate, they will appear to be no more | Congregational paper, under the editorial control |is to be published, it is only necessary to say for 
severe than the exigency of the case demanded. | of the Rev. Joseph Harvey, D. D. the present, that it is an exceedingly one sided pa- 


They were adopted as the only alternative to aj acts o THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE | Pe! reflecting very indecorously on the Moderator 

corroding and embittered controversy. Amicable PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. of the General Assembly, as “the tool of a party,” 

proposals of separation had been made without} (This body closed its recent session, on Thursday and rity of the Assembly 1 

of last week. In many respects, it hus been an | band, whose acts were “unconsittultona 
é important session. Soine of its acts are of a char- unprecedented. 

the strife; the Christian world, was expecting the : 


review. 


The acts of the Assembly may be, and actually state of great alarm, as Indians have been seen in 


OU, leaving a balance in the hands of the Treasurer | on Wednesday night, 14th inst, with a calamity, grea- 
their settlement. 


of $2604 40. ter, perhaps, than any with which it has ever been 
The various Agencies of the Board have been | afflicted. ‘I'he annexed account of it we copy from 
prosecuted with vigour and fidelity. : the papers of that city. “On Wednesday evening, 
Interesting addresses were then made the Rev. | the 14th inst. the city of Baltimore was visited by a 
Drs. Alexander and Breckinridge, of the ‘Theolo- | Vvlent storm of thunder and lightning, ere gee 
gical Seminaey, Leland, of the with heavy rain, which, rf 
Theological Seminary, Columbia, 8. C., and Dr past nine. and two 
torrents; the clouds frequently seeming to open and 
Baxter, of the Union ‘lheological Seminary. pour down their contents in floods. The heavy showers 
ot rain which descended caused a sudden and extra- 
ordinary rise of the waters of a stream which passes 


After which Dr. Beman read a paper, purporting to 
give an “impartial” account of the doings of the 
Assembly. As it is understood that this account 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


The packet ship Independence arrived at New York 
from Liverpool, brings London papers to the 23d, and 
Liverpool to the 24th of May. We give below an ab- 
stract of all the intelligence they furnish, which is of 
interest to our readers. 

We mentioned, in our last summary of foreign news, 
the dreadful accident at Mold, by which thirty-two 
miners were supposed to have been destroyed. Stran 


issue; and Presbyterianism was either to redeem its 
character before the world, or to acknowledge its | it may be apprehended that efforts will be made 
Had the General Assembly permit-| to prejudice the public mind against these acts, 
ted things to remain in the state in which they 
found them, the crisis would only have been 


: It was alleged that the Convention held by the — 
acter to excite surprise, where the grounds of + naw by the 
boasied friends of order,’’? in which business was 
arranged for the Assembly, not one in ten of whom 
were previously aware of the lengths to which 
they were impelled by a few leaders. As for the 
action of the Assembly, the reasons which were 
urged by the majority were passed in silent ne- 


them are not distinctly perceived. In some cases, 


and their authors. ‘Their bearings are indeed im- 
portant. They involve weighty matters—they 
affect inomentous interests. ‘Their results will, in 


constantly increasing. 
extensively distributed 2100 copies. 


WESTERN FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, | through the city, known by the name of Jones’ 


Abstract of the Fifth Annual Report. 


Publications.—During the last year, the sub- 
scriptions to the Missionary Chronicle have been 
There are now printed and 


Falls, tearing up the mili dams and wooden bridges 
which cross the upper parts of that stream, and bring- 
ing them down against the stone bridges within the 
city limits. The arches of the latter being thus ob- 
structed, and rapidly choked up by the timber, plank, 
and other wooden fragments swept away from above, 
the waters rose with a fearful rapidity about one 


to say, after drawing off the water from the mine, by 
applying all the force of the steam-engine, four men 
and six boys were found alive, although dreadfully 
exhausted, having been pent up in a narrow 

leading to an aie habe, for three days and two nights. 
Another boy was taken out alive, but so far gone that 
he died soon after. 


deferred for a season, while the Church would | the end, be better seen than they can now be 

have been more distressingly agitated by its in-| imagined. _ ag : 

testine warfare. Few impartial men, we presume, , It is well understood, that grievous departures 

witnessed the scenes exhibited in the last Assem- Chur the standards, doctrines, and order of the 
‘ : i 1urch, first paved the way for these acts. State- 

bly, without coming to the conclusion that the 


, ments were made on the floor of the Assembly 
two parties should be separated in form, as they | which place this matter beyond any reasonable 
were separated in fact. 


And it is worthy of es-| doubt. There is all the evidence which any moral 
pecial note that some of the prominent advocates 


that these evils were real, and were 
spreading, and verging to concentration of eflort 
of these measures, would never have been prepared which coltadpiated a revolution in regard to doc- 
for them, had they not with their own eyes beheld | trines and measures, over the whole extent of the 
the facts which rendered them absolutely neces-| Presbyterian Church. Many were afflicted in 
sary. They were reluctantly brought to believe | view of the existence and spread of evils which 
that no other than summary acts would meet the | ‘Bey S@w not how to avert, and whose prevalence 


| endangered the purity of the Church in point of 
- exigency, and that the time had passed for concilia- | doctrine and iindinline. It is an impressive fact 
tion and compromise. 


| in church history, that the sound part of a church 
Subsequent events must have confirmed these 


never yet raised the cry of heresy-hunting, reach 
impressions. The embittered feelings of the New- for ecclesiastical domination, gf c., and that they 
school party were not only displayed most dis- 


never yet put themselves in the attitude of asking 
: : } for themselves a latitude of interpretation of the 
tressingly when they found themselves in a mino-| Sacred Oracles, or a right of subscription to arti- 
rity in the Assembly, but since the adjournment of | cles of faith for substance of doctrine. Men, lax 
that body they have laid their supposed grievances | in doctrine and in discipline, have always been the 
before ‘the world! Yes, through the medium of first to raise such a cry, and to place themselves in 
both) in such an attitude, and ask for themselves a liberty 
tee P P ’ P ’ which they have, with infinite reluctance, if at all, 
Philadelphia and New York, to arouse the indig-| conceded to others. 
nation of the public mind against the Church. The 
men who, during the past year particularly, have 


The affair of the Vixen had been amicably settled 
between England and Russia. 
The surviving officers and men of the Euphrates 
expedition had returned to England. Notwithstanding 
the disasters and disappointments sustained, the plan is 
still considered feasible, and is by no means given up. 
The distress in the Highlands and islands of Scotland 
was increasing, although great efforts had been made 
to relieve it. The want of sustenance, &c. had pro- 
duced sickness of various descriptions, which aggra- 
vated the sufferings of the inhabitants. 
Gov. Cass and suite sailed from Marseilles on the 2d 
of May, on board the frigate Constitution. | 
Liverpool Cotton Market.—During the week ending 
Friday, May 19th, there was a decline of § a 3 in 
American cotton. On Saturday, Monday and ‘Tuesday, 
the market rallied, and there were extensive sales at. 
an advance of a jd. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
In the House of Commons, a debate has commenced 
on one of the great questions on which the British 
people are so much divided—on the church rate bill. 
On the 19th the House was engaged upon the seve- 
ral bills introduced by Lord John Russell, to diminish 
the number of crimes punishable with death. 
The conference betwecn the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment had resulted in a concurrence by the Lords in 
the Canadian resolutions. 
American Stocks on the 20th May—New York 
Sixes for 1837, 93; Mississippi Sixes. 1044; Pennsyl- 
vania Fives, 954; U. S. Bank, £23 15 a £24 2. 6; 
New York Life and Trust,97; Tennessee, £23 5; 
Alabama Fives, for 1852, 824; Indiana, do. 90; Mary- 
land Sixes, 193; Louisiana Fives, 95a6; Bank of 
Louisiana, £24 5a10; Florida Sixes,94; Canada 
Bonds, 100 a 101. xe 
The following houses in Liverpool had failed :— 
Waddington, Holt & Co; Walsh & Hudson; Phelps, 
James & Co.; Haggerty & Jerdien; Malcomson, 
Bell & Co. | 
Mr. G. Thompson’s private bank at Appleby, Eng- 


glect, or misrepresented; and it might have been 
S } e ti | had bee > 
The through ordinary channels have amounted to| of the tower parts of the city, to a greater or less 
used as to ae in a teclogert an Fs $22,232 54, from the 26th of May, 1836, to the 1st) height, and doing most extensive injury as well to 
reasons urged by this paper agains — ion ~ of May, 1837, and making with $6497 60, the | those districts as to the improved property bordering 
the Assembly were a mere perversion of the truth, | balance of last year, the sum of $29,329 14. The | on cach side of the Falls. | 
and a studied misrepresentation of the real state expenditures during the same period haveamount-| “ A calamity so sudden, so unlooked for, and so wide- 
of the case. ‘They a the arguments used by ed to $26,522 15. Leaving a balance in favour of'| spread in its effects, occurring too at the dead hour of 
the minority in their speeches and protests in the the society of $3,106 99. : the night, was not, we regret to say, confined to the 
Assembly. The “ Plan of Union” was held up as| “Foy printing the Bible in the Chinese language, | loss of property only ;—a number of lives were also 
a plan of which Presbyterians had “reaped the} the Trcasurer has received, from the Young Men’s | lost, including among other cascs, a whole family of 
benefits,” and then destroyed. And the American | pipje Society in Pittsburgh $900; and $3000 from | five persons—father, mother, and three children—who 
Home Missionary and Education Societies were in|}, American Tract Society, for printing tracts in | Were awakened from their slcep to meet at a moment’s 
like manner lauded, as exerting a most Asia Minor, and As these sums | a simultaneous death. 
influence on the Presbyterian Church.” have just been received, bo part of them has been| _.* The heart sickens at the detail of the sufferings in 
After Dr. Beman closed, Mr. Erskine Mason expended : P mind and body of the human beings who were within 
read a series of resolutions adopted by the minority |“ ‘jyission to Western A frica.—Mr. Ephraim Tit- the scope of the flood’s fury. It had been so long 


> i i ; ; 3 si disaster had occurred from the swelling of 
dj ler, a coloured man, and a licentiate of the Pres- the Falls, to be always on the alert 
eer SePperement. Bee an hic? bai | bytery of Philadelphia, has been sent to the Bassa} at every copious fall of rain were thrown off their 
Beman, I suppose was the same paper which had y 


; cag . | tribe, on the river John, eighteen miles from the | guard, and though every effort was made by the watch. 
been read at that meeting ag flourishing settlement of Bassa Cove. Mr. Titler and to the citizens by ringing 
Dr. McAuley being unwell, Mr. Baxter Dickin-| ),.4 spent some time in Liberia, and had left his | of the bells and the cry of alarm, they were in a great 
son read an address to the meeting. He reviewed wife there when he visited the United States. He | measure unsuccessful. The dead hour of the night, 
the action of the Assembly with “astonishment.” | 14. instructed to cominence at Boblee, a station | when the water began to swell the stream, found those 
It seemed “like a dream.” Heexhorted the friends previously selected by Mr. Pinney having every | Who were in the most danger wrapped in sleep, and 
of the minority to patience, union, and the support facility of access to the saiihlionn Bec owing to its | the fearful conflict of the clements without deterred 
of the Home Missionary and Education Societies, | oi) ation. aflording every prospect for health, Mr, | ™@ny from escaping from their homes till escape was 
and dissuaded from discouragement. The style of} suited N. on the Bist | Some of those whom a sense of superior 
the address was moderate, and, considering all | duty had called from their homes to afford assistance 
’ ’ S 4°") December, in a vessel chartered by the American y 
things, tolerably mild. Colonization Society, with a number of emigrants! called beck to save 
Dr. Skinner then offered a resolution to adopt to They pit — — and their wives and children from a 
the resolutions already read, as having Ween adopted | early in February. It is the intention of the com- | " «The aspect presented on Thursday morning in the 
rR kl “oh ti P ya y ed syed *| mittee as fast as they can procure suitable and | inundated districts was deplorable, and awful indeed. 
d educated coloured men, to strengthen and enlarge | Cellars and first floors filled with water—innumerable 
reflections ere suggested by these this mission. small houses undermined and fallen in—valuable fur- 
circumstances. sd eae Mission to Northern India.—The only adverse | niture destroyed—many of the streets blocked up with 
1. It is evident that the minority’ feel deeply circumstance is the return, on account of" il] | lumber, barrels, carts, drays, and other things, carried 
mortified. They are a defeated party; and have/) ith of the Rev. J. C. Lowrie, as intimated in | off and accumulated by the force of the current. Pro- 
betaken themselves to the strange resource of} 114 jact report. Mr. Lowrie left Lodiana the 20th | perty to the amount of a million of dollars is said to be 
getting up meetings of the people, to whom they January, 1836 The second reinfurcement men- | 4¢stroyed. 
may complain. Although the meeting at New]: 0.04 ‘in the last report, consisting of Mean “ Accounts from the country up the Falls states that 
York purported to be called originally at the re- _apties 8 : | the bridge and toll house of the Falls turnpike were 
McEwen, Campbell, Rogers, Jameson, Porter, and 
quest of the laity, yet there can be no mistake | jpop wi : are d Cal, apogee “oie carried away—the toll gatherer and his family had 
as to the agency which produced this spontane- their wives, reache alcutta In safety on the Ist} not left the house five minutes before it was washed 
ous request. | of April. On the Ist November they had nearly | of ‘The dams and races of all the mills and factories 
2. It is with an ill grace that the actors in 


Receipis and Expenditures.—The receipts o’clock in the morning, spreading over a large space 


It has been confidently intimated to us, that the 
. ee os acts of the Assembly will be disregarded and re- 
been urging submission to the decisions of the sisted, and that those who are disposed to take this 
General Assembly asa duty incumbent on every | course have, during its session, availed themselves 
true Presbyterian, and who insisted on the impro-| of high legal advice, by which they are assured 


priety of even arguing against these decisions ; the | that the Assembly has transcended its powers, and 
men who have assumed the exclusive merit of be-| Tendered its own acts void and of no binding force. 


. : Pee And as a consequence of this character in their 
ing the friends of the Constitution, and who have proceedings, that the Synods which have been dis- 
denounced even a Convention created by the regu- 


owned with the privilege of returning to Presby- 
lar action of Presbyteries, as unconstitutional and land, had stopped payment. It had been in operation 


forty years. 

It is stated positively; in the London papers of the 
23d, that the directors of the Bank of England have 
resolved to give no farther aid to the American and 
East India houses—at present. 

From the London Morning Herald of May 22. 

It is very generally rumoured, and in some circles 
believed, that negotiations are on foot for the purpose 
of bringing about a partial change in the administra- 
tion, the principal object of which would be an attempt 
to shake off the Irish popish revolutionary incubus 
which weighs down the existing administration, ren- 
dering all its efforts powerless of good. The result of 
the Westminster election, coming on the heel of simi- 
lar demonstrations elsewhere, has gone far, it is said, 
to convinee Lord Melbourne and some of his colleagues, 
that their position is one which no men possessing any 
feelings of honour or independence can longer endure. 
Time will soon show whcther there is any ground for 
this rumour ; or whether the affairs of the country are 
still to be suspended, while the government submits to 
being spell-bound under the influence of its merciless 


diciator. 
FRANCE. 

The Paris advices are to the 2Ist inclusive, but not 
important. The five accomplices of Col. Vaudrey, in 
the Strasburgh affair, had been tried and acquitted. 
The operatives of Paris were still suffering trom want 
of employment, and the government was doing what it 
could for their relief. ‘The Paris journals are full of 
political speculations, upon which, we suspect, no great 
reliance is to be placed. 

‘The recent acts of clemency appear to have much 
increased the King’s popularity. He had gone about, 


terianism, if they so elect, will appoint delegates 


therefore intolerable; the men who have always 
claimed for themselves a peculiar piety, and have | Me Fresbytery of Philadelphia will as- 
loudly deprecated od théve sume the title of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 


‘ : ; : It has been intimated that it is the purpose of the 
very men, because disappointed in their expecta- 


Church, to the encroachments and usurpations of 
the New-school party ; and as God is the umpire 
in this controversy, there can be little doubt that 
he will ultiniately give the victory to that cause 
which has maintained his truth by Scriptural 


The use which the Assembly has made of its 
power in disconnecting certain Synods from the 


3. Our New School friends are now convinced 
that division is necessary ; if not for difference of 
doctrine, certainly for difference of temper. 
tive affinity will now probably run through the 
whole Church. The minority resolutions, and Mr. 
Dickinson’s speech betray, with this readiness to 
unite with the ejected Synods, great fear lest they 
themselves will be left in a miserable minority. 

They dissuade these excluded Synods from going 
off; urge them to send Commissioners to the next 


Elec- 


departure, Mr. Brown was found very unexpected- 
ly to have returned to this country, having left the 
station without apprising the committee of his wish 
or intention todoso. ‘The unauthorized, and, as 
the committee judged, unnecessary return of Mr. 
Brown, and his ceasing on this account to be 
longer connected with them, made some other 
measures on the part of the committee necessary, 
and brought under their review the whule subject 
of their mission to Asia Minor. 


hereby notified, that by a late decision of the Attorney 
General of the United States, scrip will be issued in 
satisfaction of ail such warrants remaining unsatisfied 
in the office of the Commissioners of the General Land 
Office, and for all such as may be hereafter surrendered 
to that office; which scrip will be received in payment 
for public lands subject to private entry in the states 
of Ohic, Indiana, and Illinois. 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Hail Storm in Georgia.—We understand (says the 


as in former years, without guards, mingling freel 
among the people, and every where greeted with 
hearty acclamations. 

7 SPAIN. 
There has been much fighting in Spain, with alter- 
nate successes. The Christinos had repossessed them- 
selves of Hernani, and taken Irun, after a desperate 
resistance. 
It was thought that the Carlists were about to make 
a dash at Madrid with all their force. 
There had been new disturbances at Barcelona. 


They broke out on the 5th of May, and were put 
down only by the English marines from the Rod- i 


ney 92. 

FROM MEXICO. 
Advices have been received at Wushington city, 
from Mexico, by the way of New Orleans, to May 15. 
Gen. Santa Anna’s pronunciamento against Central- 
ism, and in favour of the Constitution of 1824, had just 
been received at New Orleans. The capture of the 


Assembly; and suggest that in as seats are’ ‘Their connection with Mr. Brewer was on the 
condition that some responsible board or association 
Nee School will with and they amus- should assume Det no suck arrange 
nown to exist. Much dissatisfaction with this 
connection existed in the minds of many members 
still they fear the accommodation will of the ot 
th Brewer had signified his willingness that his con- 
not stand fire. =} should judge that many of thetn | nection with the Society be dissolved, if thought 


Presbyterian Church, has been held up for exe- 
cration ; and yet have not the party which now so 
loudly complains, whenever the opportunity offer- 
ed, employed their power to effect their own pur- 
poses? Did not the Assembly of 1836 furnish 
strong evidence of their intentions to break down 
the influence of orthodoxy? Have they not since 
then openly proscribed individuals and judicato- 


Macon Telegraph of the 6th inst.,) that a very severe 
hail storm passed through Houston county, eight miles 
below Perry, on Wednesday last, almost entirely de- 
stroying the crops on the plantations which lay in its 
route, particularly that of the Rev. R. E. Brown, de- 
stroying his whole crop of cotton, which was in a very 
flourishing condition; his corn was also very mate- 
rially injured. It is said by a gentleman who was at 
Mr. Brown’s about an hour after, that the hail was 
knee deep at the time in the hedges of the fences, and 


Under all these circumstances, the 


would follow the advict of the Evangelist, and re- 
turn to the institations of their fathers, 2. e. to hon- 


expedient. 


ries, and published well understood intimations, 
that their exclusion from the Church would secure 
its peace? And was there not good reason to be- 
lieve, that in the confidence of their strength, they 
came up to the late Assembly, to carry out their 
measures in the most thorough and proscriptive 
In self-defence, therefore, the course 
pursued was justifiable; for had not the anti- 
Presbyterian Synods been pronounced to be out of 
the Church, the orthodox would have been, at 
least in another year, legislated out 


reached their destination; with the exception of | on the Falls have been either totally destroyed or ver 
‘party to push all the questions involved before the hi  e N Mr. McEwen, who stopped at Allahabad with the | much injured.” Twenty-four pores ware diate 
tions of securing the power in their own hands, | civil courts for final adjudication. this sg esata ree oc ot! intention of remaining there till Spring. These consist as nearly as has yet been ascertained, of 
have asked the aid of the political press to spread| _ This is a stride which we had not expected ~ + i Ms ged ren hs aaa = ao... The Rev. Messrs. James Wilson and John New- | Christ. Wiust his wife and three children, Donnelly, 
their inflammatory notices; have held public and from that quarter. We had supposed that acts of hei  * eC re ton, occupy the station at Todiana. Besides Lo- | and Catharine his wife, James Doyle, Jacob Ocle, boy, 
discipline were not subject to review and rever- | their measures, lib was com-| diana, two other stations, Subathu and Saharunpur | James Kelly, boy, Henry Lenchan, boy. Three boys 
unauthorised meetings ; have vilified the highest | <4) jn civil courts If the course suggested be posed of ministers and elders, deliberating by have been selected to be occupied by the last re- drowned in a stable loft. Nine labourers on the Sus- 
judicatory of their own Church; have trampled | followed, convincing evidence will be furnished of |®PPointment of their Presbyterics, and respon-| inforcement. quchanna Rail a man fond 
on its authority; have threatened a resort to| the revolutionary tendency of new-divinity, and oe and almost toa as aed — The committee expected to have sent early in | Water, near Fort Metienry. 
hn oletl lnwes tune d luti _| new measures. There has been for years past a|0! the Convention were meinbers of the Assem-|the spring to this important field four additional | State Loan—The Harrisburgh Telegraph says, 
Cxpres vhich | bly, with the right of deciding on all questions, | “We take pleasure in being able to announce to the 
sive of their determination to disturb the pro- whether brought up by themselves from the Con- Me Reese friends of the Pennsylvania Canal, that the loan of 
ceedings of the next Assembly, and have, in| Assembly has, by vention, or started originaliy on the floor of the] ed Presbyterian Bast Caldwell 
effect, appealed to men of the world to sympathize | certain errors. It has drawn them out from their | Assembly. But the gentlemen who have held) aq My, James Craig, a teacher. But owing to ~ nt an, laderest of 4 wad Gant, to be pale 
and co-operate with them! And thene thi concealment, and passed its solemn judgment on| these meetings of the people,— the boasted | the want of funds this reinforcement has been post- | ; eee . 7 
perate with them: And these things are an ... |friends” of the Constitution, have appealed to “ag instalments of $50,000. 
: : . them. If the Church lives, and the truth prevails, ; --,. | poned till the coming fall. To it will then be add- . ; : 
done in the meekness of wisdom and in the long- the future historian of the Church, and posterity | Popular excitement, and striven to produce indig-| Q4 the Rev. L aon Steam Boating.—The Wheeling Gazette says, the 
suffering of charity! The true development of| poser. | nation and clamour against the General Assembly, number of steamboats belonging on the Ohio river, its 
a y P will approve this act, and no judgment of civil ape Mission to Smyrna.—The Rev. Josiah Brewer, | ;-iputary streams, and the Upper Mississippi, varies 
their spirit in such lawless proceedings, must| courts can ever obliterate it. lt was demanded; by hogs appeals sp Agere of “ag eh and Mr. Thomas Brown, a printer, and his wife, as | jot st! from two hundred. Of these, between fifty 
dissipate any lingering doubt of the propriety of | and it must go down to posterity as a high act of rack ematinn ceandt iin soni a mee “7 + ag mentioned in the last report, sailed from New York, | and sixty are now laid up at. Pittsburgh, about fifty at 
the course pursued by the Assembly. Was it ever duty to God, to his truth, and to his Church. see te e ot Gee ak ee cae aii teol- the 28th of March. 1836, and arrived at Smyrna in St. Louis, and a number at Cincinnati, leaving about 
known that the orthodox in the many painful de- complete the ing is to be brought to bear toward securing a May ape thom: ® printing | sizty on the of the 
P ©"! climax, and show to the world that those who| (0 & press, and a set of bookbinder’s instruments. Dur-| ber the small portion that continue running on the 
feats which they have suffered in the last six| have said most about peace, are foremost in war— | New-school oo - the peo gare A or at) ing the last winter the Rev. Wm. McCombs, and | Ohio river have very little freight, and are not over- 
years, have thus attempted to enlist the world on|a position by no means creditable either to pro- | !¢@8t 4 reversal of the action of the late Assem-| ir John McClintock, and their wives, were set | burthened with passengers. 
ae ia ee bly! Vain hope! the people represented by the hie a | June 15. 1837.—The hold 
their side? No, their resort was to God in prayer, | fessions of superior zeal and piety, or to a religion, spit nied ae thine ac apart for this field of labour, and expected to sail| Treasury Department, Ju , 1837. e holders 
and to a firm but constitutional resistance. within the | 00€ of whose first dictates is submission to acts of eit es 8 in the first vessel leaving the United States. | of land warrants granted by the United States to the 
s ‘ discipline. they are. When this reinforcement were on the eve of their | officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army, are 
If the steps are taken, it will shed light on 
another point. Jt will show that those who 
claimed to be foremost in revivals, and in benevo- 
lent effurts, have come greatly under the influence 
of a worldly spirit. Their points must be carried 
at the expense of forbidden litigation, if they can- 
not be carried without it. When Dr. Porter said 
a great battle was to be fought, and spoke of a 
hundred years’ campaign, he 
carnal weapons. But a portion of the Church 
fighting through civil courts, is a portion of the 
Church employing carnal weapons, and abandon- 
ing; in the view of the world, those of truth and 
ove. | 
The acts.of the General Assembly, however, are 
not, in any scriptural sense, at the mercy of civil 
courts. ‘I'he Lord Jesus Christ has not made his 
Church amenable to such courts. We hope better 
thoughts may be cherished, and better purposes 
formed, by those who propose to resort to them. 
Hasty expedients are to be deprecated. ‘Thecrisis 
reached, demands of all concerned, cool deliberation, 
and much prayer to God who over-rules apparent 
evil for good, and causes the wrath of man to praise 
him. 
Other things apart, a stand has been taken 
against errors in doctrine, and laxness in discipline 
which, far and wide, were among the most alarm- 
ing signs of the times. It is high time that the re- 
sponsibility of introducing and spreading these evils 
was taken from the church at large, and rested 
where it belongs. Until this is done, there is no 
feasible hope of staying these evils. So long as they 


of their own 


Presbyterians. 


est, open, Congregationalism, and that their pastors 
will be content to form associations. Nevertheless, 
if it be not wishing evil to be done that good may 
come, I could wish that these Synods would take 
the course suggested by their friends of the minor- 
ity, for they will be a nucleus around which all the 
real new-school party yet in the church, might be 
gathered; this is the only hope of the new-school 
now; they must either form such a new Assembly 
or else be content to remain a minority among real 
‘The former course will be happier 
for them and for us; and the sooner they do it, the 
better for the Church and the world. 


committee, whilst they entertain for Mr. Brewer 
‘sincere and christian regard, and a desire for his 
success and usefuluess in the missionary field, 
deemed it best and most expedient, that the con- 
templated connection between him and the West- 
ern Foreign Missionary Society should be finally 
abandoned. Though not under their direction, the 
committee hope his valuable labours may stil] be 
continued in the Mediterranean, and they will al- 
ways rejoice to hear that his efforts in this impor- 
tant field have been owned and blessed by the 
Head of the Church. . 


Mission to the Western Indians.—The mission 


that Mr. Brown walked over his ficld, directly after, 
and affirms that the hail must have been twelve inches 
deep all over his plantation. Other industrious and 
persevering citizens of Houston, we doubt not, have 


suffered as seriously. 

Important.—It is asserted in the Natchitoches Red 
River Gazette, that Captain Shreeve has received in- 
structions from the general government to proceed 
forthwith to an examination of the Sabine river, from 
its mouth up as far as Camp Sabine, and immediately 
report upon the practicability of its navigation. In 
case of his ascertaining that the probable expenses of 
clearing out the river will not exceed $5000, he is di- 
rected to take as many of the boats as can conveniently 
be spared from the Red river raft, and commence ope- 


was announced by express to the Government at Mex- 
ico, on the 26th of April, and produced much exulta- 
tion. ‘The day following another express carried the 
news of the recapture of the Loussiana, and the cap- 
ture of the Gen. Urrea by the sloop of war Natchez. 
Great excitement was produced by the annunciation 
of these events. Hostile measures were immediately 
spoken of, and the expulsion of all American citizens 
of the United States from the country. ‘The subject 
was submitted to Congress, and discussed with great 
warmth in secret session. 

The Bankruptcy of the government, in money and 
credit, was supposed to be the principal argument 
against a measure which the vanity and folly and 
ignorance of the Tornel party would have hurried 
them into. 


Louisiana and Champion, by the Mexican squadron, 


Es | A can spread under the implied sanction of the whole to the Wea tribe of Indians was commenced in : 
The plans which the New-school, since the | Church, their increase may be relied on as certain. NEo-EBoRACENSIS. 1833. Their reservation forms part of the tract al- | rations upon the Subine without delay. 
adjournment of the Assembly, have precipitately | But when the Church disowns them, and obliges ee lotted to the emigrant Indians. It is situated} Lightning.—A correspondent of the Boston Courier MARRIED. 


writes from Fitchburg, Mass. on the 16th inst., that a 
barn in that town was struck by lightning, the night 
before, and two men were struck down, and severely 
hurt; but, by the timely applicalion of remedies, they 
were restored. One of them received the shock on the 
left side of his head, whence it traversed his body 
downward to the right, down his right leg, and went 
off through his boot, making a hole in the leather 
about two inches in length. 

Snow Storm.—The Boston Centinel says that a gen- 


By the Rev. J. N. C. Grier, on the 15th inst., Dr. 
Wiruram S. Krne, late of Russelville, now of the Forks 
of Brandywine, to Miss Saran J. Wuire, daughter of 
the late Rev. Robert White, of Fagg’s Manor, all of 
Chester county, Pennsylvania. 


twenty miles west of the line of the state of Mis- 
souri, between one of the branches of the Osage 
and Kanzas rivers. This people have greatly pro- 
fited by the labours bestowed upon then. A church 
containing ten native members has been formed in 
the wilderness, and the hearts of the missionaries 
have been encouraged by thus early seeing the 
blessing of God on their labours, among this soli- 
tary, degraded, and neglected people. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


At the anniversary of the Board of Education of 
the General Assembly, held in the Central Church 
on Wednesday evening 31st ult. Alexander Henry, 
Fisq. in the chair, the following abstract of the An-. 
nual Report was presented by the Rev. Francis 
McFarland, Corresponding Secretary. __ 

In laying before the General Assembly another 


their abettors to show their colours, we may expect 
their decline. In the prevalence of the truth over 
them, the safety, peace, and progress of the Church 
are involved. May its great Head guide it safely 
through the storm, and shed on it, inal! its branches 
his rich grace. 


adopted, we regard as both futile and unwise. They 
are futile as they never can be carried into execu- 
tion. The ejected Synods may send up delegates 
to the next Assembly, but their commissions will 
not even be received for consideration. They con- 
stitute no part of the Presbyterian Church, and they 
will have no better claim to a seat in its highest 


HEAP LAW BOOK STORE.—The Subscriber 
is selling off his Stock of Law Buoks at very re- 
duced prices. The assortment is large, and coroprises 


For the Presbyterian. 


judicatory, than delegates from the Baptist or Me- PENNSYLVANIA COLONI - |annual report, the Board of Education would ask 
thodist seneesiauilas Any attem 4 at ae It has been usual in many churches to take up| their brethren to unite with them in acknowledg- _ ANNUAL MEETING. une tleman of that place, in the course of a short excursion, | all Law Books in general use. ile 
P collections on or about the 4th of July, in aid of| ing the goodness of the Great Head of the Church,| The annual meeting of the Board of Directors| encountered a snow storm on Friday, 16th inet., near ROBERT H. S! red 
the boundary line between Lincoln, Sudbury, and Ac- No. 23 Minor street, Philadelphia. 


intrusion would of course be regarded as a breach | 
ches}; June 24—+t. 
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PROTEST AGAINST CITATION OF INFERIO | 
JUDICATORIES, AND DISOWNING 
RESERVE SYNOD. 


The undersigned, members of the General As- 
aembly, beg leave respectfully to enter their 80- 
lemn’ Protest to the act of the Assembly, adopting 
the three resolutions relative to the citation of in- 
ferior judicatories, and likewise to the resolution 
of the Assembly declaring the Synod of the West- 
ern Reserve not a part of the Presbyterian Church. 
In support of our protest, we subjoin the following 
Feasons:: 


‘I. We object to the mode of investigation 
in the first named resolutions by the As- 
sembly.' They resolve, in the first place, “to cite 
to the bar of the next Assembly such inferior 
judicatories as are charged, by common fame, 
With irregularities,” The first step, in vur esti- 
natic have been to appoint a committee 
to inquire into the nature of the various rumours 
which, are said to be afluat, and to report to the 
Assembly whether there was any cause for cita- 
tion. 


2. The committee was empowered by the second 
resolution merely to ascertain what judicatories 
were charged by common fame; whereas they 
ought to have been instructed in this stage of the in- 
vestigation, to ascertain whether there was or was 
not any foundation for existing rumours. It seems 
to be made imperative by the resolution, that all 
judicatories shall be reported by that committee, 
for citation, against which any unfavourable ru- 
mours are in circulation. 

3, The majority of the committee recommend- 
ing these measures were members of the Conven- 
tion which originated all this business, and brought 
it into the Assembly. They acted upon it, first in 
the Convention, then in the Assembly, after that, 
in the committee, and then are to pass a final vote in 
thé Assembly. ‘They petition themselves, consider 
their own petition, and then grant to themselves 
what they they themselves ask. 

_ 4 The investigation ought to have been ex- 

jae’ limited to Synods; because the Book of 

iscipline makes provision for the Assembly in 
certain cases to cite Synods, but no other judica- 
tories.—See Gen. Rev. and Con. VI. 

5. The resolution to deprive the judicatories to 
be cited of a seat in the next Assembly, is in 
every respect unconstitutional and void, ‘ ab initio.’ 
This Assembly has no power, by their vote, to 
deprive commissigners, duly elected, from a seat 
in the next Assembly; because that Assembly 
has the exclusive right of judging of the quali- 
fications of its own members, om because to do so 
would be to inflict a penalty before trial or investi- 
gation. Besides; the Assembly has power to cite 

ynods only; and Presbyteries and not Synods, 
are represented on this floor. ‘To deprive every 
Presbytery in a whole Synod, of a seat in the 
General Assembly, because a Synod in its col- 


' lective capacity may have been irregular, is unpre- 


cedented in ecclesiastical proceedings. 

6. The provision in the Book of Discipline, re- 
ferred to in the third resolution to justify the ex- 
clusion of members from seats in the next Assem- 
bly, has no application to this case. It applies only 
to a minister of the Gospel, when on trial before 
his own Presbytery, and cannot justify the uncon- 
stitutional bearing of this resolution. Besides; the 
Book of Discipline expressly provides for those 
cases in which an inferior judicatory is to be ex- 


affirm in a subsequent past of the paper, and with 
the deeign of sustaining another position, that the 
citation contemplated y. these resolutions was 
according to the Book. Your committee deem it, 
therefore, unnecessary to dwell upon this part of 
the subject. it being evident, from the nature of 
the resolutions and the admission of the signers 
to the Protest, that the stepe contemplated by 
these resolutions were according to the Book, 
and within the constitutional power of this As- 
sembly. 
It is difficult to conceive how this regular, con- 
stitutional action could be impaired or destroyed 
by the suggestion, whether true or untrue, that 
the committee recommending these measures were 
members of the Convention; that they acted 
upon it first in the Convention, then in the As- 
sembly, after that in the committee, and then 
were to pass a final vote in the Assembly. It is 
even gravely charged as a ground of objection, 
that they ** petition themselves, consider their own 
petition, and then grant to themselves what they 
themselves ask.”’ | 
It is a sufficient answer to this objection, that 
the majority of the duly constituted members of 
this Assembly adopted and sanctioned the inci- 
pient as well as final steps in the case; and the 
acts of the Assembly are valid, until it be shown 
that the provisions of the constitution have been 
invaded, or that the majority consisted of persons 
who were not duly qualified commissioners. The 
fact of a majority or any number of members of 
the Assembly having been members of the Con- 
vention, cannot invalidate the acts of the Assem- 
bly. The right of petition is guaranteed bv 
every well regulated government, whether civil, 
political, or ecclesiastical ; and it is just as com- 
petent for any number of individuals composing 
the Assembly to meet publicly for consultation, 
as it would be for any number to meet privately 
for the same object. In neither case could the 
action of those members in the Assembly be sup- 
posed to be purified or contaminated by such con- 
sultations. 

The inyestigation contemplated by these reso- 
lutions was designed to apply to inferior judica- 


| tories, which include Synods, and may not neces- 


sarily mean Presbyteries; the specification of 
such inferior judicatory was to be reported by 
the committee; and the fourth objection, as 
urged by the signers of the Protest, could only 
be appropriate when a Presbytery should be 
cited. Any supposed restriction of the right of 
the General Assembly to cite any other inferior 
judicatories but Synods, (which is regarded by 
the signers of the Protest as being derivea from 
the 6th part of the section of general review and 
control,) is explained by the comprehensive char- 
acter of the 5th part, which assigns to the eupe- 
rior judicatories power ‘‘ to examine, deliberate, 
and judge in the whole matter, as completely as 
if it had been recorded and thus brought up by 
the review of the records.”” The General As- 
sembly, by its very constitution, is regarded as 
having a general control of the whole Church, 
and in its conservative character shall superin- 
tend all of its concerns. It is believed that the 
initiatory steps contemplated by the resolutions 
authorising a committee to designate inferior 
judicatories which may have been guilty of irregu- 
larities,—to cite them, and report as soon as 
practicable to this Assembly, do not infringe the 


cluded from a seat in the superior judicatory ; and 
these cases are trials of appeals and complaints in 
which they are interested. 

7. The resolution declaring the Synod of the 
Western Reserve not a part of the Presbyterian 
Church of the United States, we deem unconstitu- 
tional in its character, and oppressive in its opera- 
tion — those who are immediately affected by 
it. e think those brethren who have been ex- 
cluded from this House by this resolution, have a 
right to declare it a dismemberment of the Pres- 
byterian Church. They farther protest against 
this resolution on account of the time and manner 
in which it has been introduced and adopted. 
While the whole subject respecting inferior judica- 
tories was in the hands of a committee, and before 
receiving any report from that committee; while 
citation, according to the provisions of the Book, 
was pending; and when the subject could not have 
been regularly reached but by a vote of recon- 
sideration, the Assembly take the whole matter 
into their own hands, and disown a whole Synod, 
containing eight Presbyteries, without any regular 
and constitutional steps in the case. The abroga- 
tion of the Plan of Union, in the opinion of the 
undersigned, cannot justify this act. The plan 
was a compact, and the Assembly was a party to 
that compact; and it is not in the power of that 
party to destroy the rights which have vested 
under that compact. | 
_ We add, this Synod was constituted by this 
General Assembly in 1825, out of three Presbyte- 
ries, then forming part of the Synod of Pittsburg, 
which Presbyteries were in good, regular, and con- 
stitutiona] standing in the Presbyterian Church, 
and had been constituent parts of that Synod, and 
had been represented by their commissioners on 
the floor of this House. They have, since their 
constitution, organized five Presbyteries, all of 
which have been fully recognized by this Assem- 
bly. The Synod has regularly presented its re- 
cords to this House, from time to time, and the 
Assembly have acted thereon. The Plan of Union 
had no reference to the organization of Presbyte- 
ries and no effect thereon. It made no alteration 
in the mode of constituting them, and the commit- 


the Synod when the Pr«sbyteries were constituted, 
could not control the same. The authority of this 
Synod, and of the Presbyteries constituted by it, 


spirit or letter of the inherent powers of the 
General Assembly; and the great principles of 
analogy would obviously dictate that the mem- 
bers of the inferior judicatories upon whom these 
preparatory measures are supposed to operate, 
should not be permitted to sit in the next General 
Assembly until their cases should be decided. 
If there be any sound principle contained in the 
clause and the uniform practice which excludes 
an interested judicatory from voting, that prin- 
ciple and that practice should be applied to the 
members of such inferior judicatories as may be 
affected by these resolutions. This view of the 
subject is exceedingly strengthened by the fact 
that express power is verted in our judicatories 
to exclude at will their own members, when on 
trial before them. 

The other subject on which the signers to the 
Protest present their objections, is one of vital 
importance, as involving, in an eminent degree, 
the character of nearly all the proceedings of 
this General Assembly. It is represented by 


was not derived from any provision in the Plan of 
Union, nor could their existence or operation be 
affected by that Plan. The only reason assigned 
by the resolution for thus annulling the organiza- 
tion of eight Presbyteries is stated to be the opera- 
tion of the abrogaling resolution. Now it is plain 
to the subscribers, and they believe, palpably evi- 
dent, that the Plan af Union, either in its exist- 
ence or abrogation, could have no effect upon the 


The only effect of that Plan was, the formation of 
churches of a peculiar character, which might be 
admitted to the Presbyteries according to the spe- 
cial provisions of that Plan; and if the act of ab- 
rogation hud any effect, passed as it was by the 
same body which made the original compact, it 


could only affect the churches now evisting under |. 


the peculiar forination recommended in that Plan, 
and could not, without plain absurdity, he construed 
to affect Presbyterian ministers, and strictly Pres- 
byterian churches. | 

Lastly. We protest against the exercise of the 
power of closing the debate upon both of the fore- 

ing questions, by the majority insisting, as they 
did, upon the previous question. 

(Signed) N.S. 8S. Beman, and others. 


ANSWER OF THE ASSEMBLY TO THE ABOVE 
PROTEST. 


The committee, to whom was referred the pro- 
test of sundry members of this General Assembly 
against the act adopting the three resolutions re- 
lative to the citation of inferior judicatories, and 
likewise to the resolution of the Assembly de- 
claring the Synod of the Western Reserve not a 
part of the Presbyterian Church, have had the 
same under consideration, and would respectfully 
report the following answer to said protest. 

The signers to the protest object to the mode of 
investigation adopted in the first named resolu- 
tions, and contend that the first step should have 
been to appoint a committee to inquire into the 
nature of the rumours which are said to be afloat, 
and to report to the Assembly whether there wae 
any cause for citation. The resolutions as to 
citation refer to —— cases, and the commit- 
tee were to cite and designate, and report to the 
Assembly for its approval and farther action. In 
this aspect of the case, the objections urged lose 
their force ; no wrong was done to any by- 


any final step to be taken without action 


Upon the re 

the committee to cite, the ata would ake 
upon the foundation for existing irregularities, 
and a wholesome control as te the details of the 
whole subject woald be exercised by the Assem- 


bly before the final disposition of the severa) 
cases; and the signers of the Protest themselves ' 


them to be unconstitutional and oppressive, and 
might be regarded as a dismemberment of the 
Presbyterian Church. 


The fallacy of these opinions will appear upon 
a just consideration of the real question at issne. 
The Synod of the Weatern Reserve was declared 
by that resolution to be no longer a part of the 
Presbyterian Church; and on the supposition, 
which can be confidently established, that this 
General Assembly has a right to declare who shal] 
or who shall not compose its members, it follows 
as a necessary consequence, that this declaration 
of that Synod not being a part of the Church no 
more dismembers the Church, than the declaration { 
by Congress, or any Legislature, that certain per- 
sons pronounced not duly elected, would have the 
effect to dissolve that body or vitiate its ac:s. The 
Plan of Union of 1801 was unconstitutional, and 
therefore void ab initio, and only lived just so 
long as the discretion of the General Assembly 
permitted. It had no constitutional existence, 
and was subject at any time to be pronounced as 
dead. It was manifestly a gross interpolation 
upon the constitution, and was not even adopted 
in the mode pointed out by the constitntion. It 
was not only voidable by any subsequent act of 
the General Assembly, but was void from the be- 
ginning; because without constitutional autho- 
rity, and professing to bring into our judicatories 
persons who were not duly qualified members. 
The act of 1801 was not only unconstitutional, 
but the effect of its operation was, to make in- 
roads upon the great distinctive features both of 
doctrine and discipline in the Presbyterian church, 
and whether reference be had to its nullity or its 
pernicious influence, no principle is more firmly 
established than that an unconstitutional law can 
give no rights, and that, *pso facto, whatever may 
be attempted to be built upon it, must fall with 
the sandy foundation on which it rests. ‘The Sy- 
nod of the Western Reserve was the result of the 
operation of the act of 1801; in virtue and by 
consequence of which, a body of churches, Pres- 
byteries, and Synods, radically anti-Presbyterian 
in doctrine and order, have been introduced into 
our connexion, in express violation of many par- 
ticular provisions of our constitution, and of the 
entire spirit of our system; and therefore it never 
was a legitimate part of the Presbyterian Church. 
Its abrogation destroyed no rights, because none 
existed under it; and every lover of the purity 
and peace of the Church will contemplate with 
satisfaction the moral courage and Christian for- 
titade which, under God, has aroused the friends 
of truth to the great work of reformation. 


It will devolve more naturally on another com- 
mittee to prove the plan of uuion in question to 
have been utterly repugnant to the constitution, 
as that part of the Protest to which we are reply- 
ing is rather against the consequences flowing 
from that declaration by the Assembly, than 
against the legality and truth of the declaration 
itself. But supposing the Assembly to have had 
good reasons for declaring the Synod of Western 
Reserve not to be a Presbyterian Synod at all;/ 
surely, there could no longer be any reason why 
delegates from Presbyteries in that Synod should 
have seats in the Assembly. And whether the 
Assembly came wisely or otherwise to the decision 
as to the true posture of that Synod, such a deci- 
sion, when rendered, is thenceforward conclusive 
on all the parties till changed by the Assembly 
itself; and mere expressions of opinion, without 
anything amounting even to a show of reason, on 
the part of those who protest, are sufficiently an- 
swered by a corresponding expression on the part 
of the Assembly, that it has had abundant reason 
to be convinced that its acts in this behalf were 
not only fully warranted by its constitutional 
powers, and amply justified by abundant evidence, 
but that they were absolutely necessary to save 
the charch from impending ruin. As many of the 
declarations of the signers of the Protest in this 
part of their case, as well as in the preceding 
portions of it, are deprived of all their force, by 
action of the Assembly subsequent to the writing 
of their Protest, we need only refer to the resolu- 


test in regard to that of the Synod of the Western 


Reserve. 

And it seems that their whole procedure shows 
clearly how unreasonable, inconvenient, and im- 
practicable it is, to suitably protest in regard to 
business which has not yet assumed its final 
shape, and to attempt to fasten on this Assembly 
conclusions which the persons protesting contra- 
dict themselves to reach, and which, if they had 
exercised only a small degree of patience, would 
have been presented to them, in a complete and 
therefore somewhat different aspect, from the re- 
gular and necessary progress of the business of 
the house. i 

To the objection which is urged against the ex- 
ercise of the power to cloee the debate on this ques- 
tion, it is a sufficient answer, that the General 
Assembly has the power to prescribe its own rules 
for the transaction of business; that the rule in 
relation to the previous question waa adopted by 
a majority, a rule in conformity to that observed 
by Congress, and in its application by this Gene- 
ral Assembly, wrought no injustice to the mino- 
rity, as a full discussion was allowed, in which 
that minority occupied more than half of the time. 


PROTEST OF THE COMMISSIONERS FROM 
THE SYNOD OF THE WESTERN RESERVE. 


Philadelphia, June 2, 1837, 

We Tue Svusscrisers, commissioners to this 
General Assembly from the Presbyteries of 
Grand River,” Trumbull,” ** Portage,” ** Cleve- 
land,” ** Lorain,” ** Medina,” ** Huron,” and Mau- 
mee,”’ feel it our duty to enter our solemn PROTEST 
and REMONSTRANCE against what we regard the 
unconstitutional and unjust act of the Assembly, 
by which we are interrupted in the discharge of 
the duties assigned us by our respective Presby- 
teries, and excluded from the floor of this house, and 
from the ** Presbyterian Church of the United 
States of America ;” and by which the General 
Assembly of the said Church is actually dis- 
membered, and for the following reasons: viz. 

1. We were regularly appointed by our Pres- 
byteries, commissioned in due form, and admit- 
ted to our seats in this Assembly, and exercised 
our undisputed rights as members for weeks. 

2. The Presbyteries represented by us all have 
a regular Presbyterian existence, according to 
the constitution of the Presbyterian Church, as 
interpreted and administered by all the courts of 
the Church ;—and some of these Presbyteries ex- 
isted prior to the adoption of the constitution in 
1821, and participated in that act. 

3. If there was any thing wrong in the original 
organization of our Presbyteries,—which we do 
uot admit or believe,—this wrong was charge- 
able, not upon us, but upon the Synod of Pitts- 
burgh, from whose act our original Presbyteries 
received their existence, and which act has been 
sanctioned by twenty two General Assemblies, up 
to the present time. 

4. But if, after an administration of the con- 
stitution for thirty-six years, on the assumption 
that the “* Plan of Union’’ with the ** Association 
of Connecticut’? was constitutional, a different 
conclusion is now arrived at, we can see no rea- 
son why this new discovery which legally con- 
cerns the * accommodution churches” only, should 
be made a reason why Presbyteries, ministers, 
and elders, regularly introduced into the Presby- 
terian Church, according to its known and com- 
mon forms, should be driven, without a constitu- 
tional trial, from the rights and privileges se- 
cured to them by our constitution. 

5. If it be assumed that the existence of 
churches on the * accommodation plan” rightfully 
annihilated the existence of all Presbyteries and 
Synods where such churches have been formed, 
we see not why this principle should be confined 
in its severe application to the ‘Synod of the 
Western Reserve ;”? when it is known that the 
same system has prevailed in the Synods of Al- 
bany, New Jersey, South Carolina, and Georgia, 
and extensively in other Synods under the care 
of the General Assembly. And, if the toleration 
of the “ accommodation plan” proves so fatal to 
the existence of inferior courts, we see not why 
the originating, and the fostering of this plan for 
thirty-six years should not render nugatory all 
the acts of the Assembly itself, and even destroy 
its character. 

A principle which leads to results so disastrous 
and **suicidal” to the Presbyterian Church, we 
cannot regard as constitutional. 

6. Once admit that regularly appointed com- 
missioners may be excluded * instanter,” without 
a charge of discourtesy to the house, and without 
trial : and the way is open to drive from the Gen- 
eral Assembly, under some pretext or other, any 
member, or any number of members, who for the 
time being may be obnoxious to the majority. 
This principle annihilates at once and forever the 
rights of Presbyteries on this floor, and renders 
the constitution itself a dead letter. 

We complain not so muchthat we were denied 
‘a patient hearing; that it was professed that we 
were not on trial, on the ground that we were al- 
ready out of the house by the passage of a previ- 
ous resolution; and thatstill testimony was elicited 
from us catechetically, which we think, was 
abused to our condemnation ; that the whole case 
on which hung the destiny of the Synod was 
hurried through, and finally closed by the ‘* pre- 
vious question,” which shut up the mouths of our- 
selves and our friends; that, finally, we were 
furnished with no communication dismissing us 
from the house in a courteous manner; all this 
we have felt to be unkind and unjust treatment ; 
but we have passed it over to select our reasons 
for protest from the great principles of Presbyte- 
rianism which, in our case, have. been violated. 
We, therefore, wish to Jeave this our solemn 
PROTEST on the records of a court, of which we 
still regard ourselves as rightful members. Having 
done this, we.commit our case to the calm de- 
cision of the Church at large—of posterity—of 
God. 


Signed, Rvurvus Nuttine, and others. 


ANSWER OF THE ASSEMBLY TO THE FORE- 
GOING PROTEST. 


~The General Assembly might not only decline 
to reply to the Protest signed by the Commission- 
ers from the Presbyteries composing the Synod of 
the Western Reserve, but even refuse to admit it to 
record. For if the ** Plan of Union” was uncon- 
stitutional, and therefore void from the beginning 
and the existence of these Presbyteries was found- 
ed on that Plan of Union, then they never had a 
constitutional existence and their Commissioners 
never had a constitutional right to a seat in the Gen- 
eral{ Assembly. The Assembly therefore do not 
exclude those whom they admit once had a right to 
seats here, but they simply declare that from the 
unconstitutional organization of these Presbyteries, 
their Commissioners never had, and of course now 
have not a right to seats in this Assembly. ‘They 
therefore had no ‘right to vote” and consequent- 
ly had no * right to join in a protest” against any 
decision of this house, or to have their protest ad- 
mitted to record. They did vote however in the 
decision against which they protest; but if they 
did that in one case which the Constitution did 
not authorize, that certainly gives them no right 
to do another thing which depended on their 
right to do the first act. 

But the Assembly desire to treat these brethren 
with all courtesy, and therefore allow their Protest 
a place in the Records. 

To their reasons for protesting the following 
answers are given. 

It seems, however, to be proper, in the first 
place, to state the great principle on which the 
Assembly decided. 

We believe that our powers as a judicatory are 
limited and prescribed by the Constitution of the 
Presbyterian Church. Whatever any Assembly 
may do which it is not authorised by the Consti- 
tution to do, is not binding on any inferior judica- 
tory nor on any subsequent Assembly. 

The Constitution provides that all our judica- 
tories shall be composed of Bishops or Ministers 
and Ruling Elders of the Presbyterian Church, 
and the General Assembly have no right to intro- 
duce into any of re judicatories any other persons 
claiming to hold any other offices either in the 
Presbyterian Church or any other Church. And 
should they attempt to do this no one is bound by 
it. But the General Assembly of 1801 did per- 


tions in the case of the Synode of Utica, Geneva, 
and Genesee, for an answer to much of their pro- 


mit members of Standing Committees in churches 


not Presbyterian, ‘* to sit and act” in our Presby- 
teries, and under this provision they have sat in 
the higher judicatories of the Church. 

On a thorough investigation it is now fully as- 
certained, that they had no authority from the 
constitution to admit officers from any other de- 
nomination of Christians, to sit and act in our 
judicatories ; and therefore no Presbytery or Synod 
thus constituted, is recognised by the constitu- 
tion of our Church, and no subsequent General 
Assembly is bound to recognise them. 

The Presbyteries of the Synod of the Western 
Reserve are thus constituted, for committee men 
are permitted “to sit and act” in all those Pres- 
byteries, therefore this General Assembly cannot 
recognise the constitutional existence of these 
Presbyteries. | 

The fact that they have been recognised by 

former Assemblies cannot bind this Assembly 
when it is fully convinced of the unconstitution- 
ality of the organization. 
1. {n reply to the first reason in the Protest, viz. 
that they were regularly appointed by their Pres- 
byteries, &c. we say they were not regularly ap- 
pointed, for it is admitted that these Committee- 
men are allowed to vote for Commissioners to the 
Assembly, and these illegal votes, of which there 
may have been a majority, renders the appoint- 
ment illegal. They held their seats in this As- 
sembly for some time, it is true, but this gives 
them no right to continue to hold them after it is 
ascertained that they had no constitutional right 
to seats, 

2. As to the second reason, that their Presbyte- 
ties have a regular Presbyterian existence—it is 
denied by this Assembly, and on this ground they 
are denied seats. The existence of Presbyteries 
thus constituted is recognised neither in the for- 
mer nor the amended Constitution of the Church. 

3. If the Synod of Pittsburgh constituted Pres- 
byteries in part of materials, not allowed by the 
Constitution, this Assembly is not bound to re- 
cognise them. 

4. Itis well known to those acquainted with 
the history of this General Assembly that the 
Plan of Union’ as an unconstitutional compact 
has long been a subject of complaint, and as long 
ago as the year 1831 the Assembly resolved that 
the appointment of members of Standing Commit- 
tees to be members of the General Assembly was 
of questionable constitutionality, and therefore 
ought not in future to be made; and since that 
time none have been received in the Assembly, 
known to be such. But their right to seats here 
is just as constitutional as in the Presbytery. 

The Protestants still assume that their Presby- 
teries are regularly constituted, while we consider it 
a fundamental departure from our — to or- 
ganise a Presbytery with one or two Presbyterian 
churches, and ten or twelve of another denomina- 
tion of Christians. 

And had none but Presbyterian churches been 
allowed to belong to the Presbyteries some of 
these Presbyteries never would have existed. 
The representatives of these churches, on the ac- 
commodation plan, form a constituent part of 
these Presbyteries as really as the Pastors or El- 
ders, and this Assembly can recognize no Pres- 
bytery thus constituted as belonging to the Pres- 
byterian Church. 

5. The Assembly has extended the operation 
of this principle to other Synods which they find 
similarly constituted. But even, if they did not, 
this injures not the Synod of the Western Re- 
serve. 

6. ** Once admit that regularly appointed Com- 
missioners may be excluded,” &c. This is as- 
suming what wedeny. Many of those who voted 
for these commissioners, and for aught we know 
a majority, were neither Bishops nor Ruling El- 
ders in the Presbyterian Church, and therefore 
had no right to vote for thoee Commissioners. 

The Constitution says expressly, it (the Gene- 
ral Assembly) shall represent in one body, all the 
particular churches of this denomination: but these 
Commissioners were voted for by the delegates 
of churches of another denomination, therefore they 
represent churches of another denomination. Ac- 
cording to their own showing there is one Pres- 
bytery with only one Presbyterian church, ano- 
ther with two, and in the whole Synod, contain- 
ing one hundred and thirty-nine churches, there 
are only twenty-five or at most thirty Presbyte- 
rian churches and one hundred and nine Congre- 
gational churches or churches of a mixed charac- 
ter. It cannot, therefore, be a Presbyterian body 
where more than three fourths of the churches are 
not Presbyterian. It is perfectly manifest that in 
a body thus constituted it would often occur that 
the Commissioners elected would be chosen by 
those who had no right to vote, and so they would 
be the representatives not of the Presbyterian, but 
of the Congregational denomination. : 

We would observe in reference to the conclu- 
sion of the Protest, that the members of the Synod 
of the Western Reserve and their friends occupied 
a larger space in the discussion than the inajority 
of the Assembly, and the ‘previous question”’ 
was not called for until it was manifest that the 
minds of the members were made up. As the 
Assembly has already made provision for the or- 
ganization into Presbyteries and annexation to 
this body of all the ministers and churches who 
are thoroughly Presbyterian, it is not necessary 
to reply to the closing remarks of the Protest. 


UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA. 


The following graphic sketch of this institution, 
its spacious edifices, and scenery, its prosperous 
condition and prospects, is from the pen of the 
Rev. Mr. Tuston, its present Chaplain. it was 


field, Esq., of Jefferson county, a member of Mr. 
T’s late pastoral charge, and published in the 
Charleston Free Press, from which it is transferred 
by request to our columns. 


To Ricuarp Durrietp, Esq. 


My Dear Sir,—It has been my intention, for 
some time past, to send you a brief sketch of this 
charming spot and of the country which surrounds 
it, but my occupations have been such as to pre- 
vent the execution of my purpose until the present 
moment. Having a leisure hour this evening, I 
thought that | could not spend it more agreeably 
than by endeavouring to discharge one of those 
obligations of friendship, which it is so sweet to 
owe and so sweet to pay. 

The scenery hereabouts is highly picturesque. 
We are almost encircled by mountains whose un- 
dulating outlines furnish a horizon upon which the 
eye can linger, not only with patience, but plea- 
sure. The highest point of one of these elevated 
ranges is crowned with Monrice.1o, the former 
residence of Mr. Jefferson. Not far from the 
/domicil, within a dilapidated enclosure, is to be 
seen a plain republican monument which marks 
the spot where sleeps all that was mortal of that 
illustrious statesman and philosopher. In looking 
upon the University from this position, it presents 
the appearance of a well arranged village. I will 
not attempt to describe the objects of surprise and 
admiration which these buildings exhibit to the 
eye of the unprejudiced stranger. Not being 
either a sculptor or an architect, I am scarcely ac- 
quainted with the terms which are applied to the 
different portions of these beautiful edifices. But 
it seems to me that no one, whose perceptions have 
not been warped or blunted, can fail to be charmed 
with the richness and convenience of the entire 
structure. The stately Rotunda, with its elegant 
Corinthian Portico—the Pavilions, displaying the 
different orders of architecture—the Tuscan Col- 
lonades—the Chinese Rails, and the spacious 
Lawn,—all contribute to awaken the most agree- 
able impressions. The quality of these buildings 
will be understood, when it is stated that the ex- 
pense of their erection was estimated at $300,000. 
The Rotunda, which is copied after the Pantheon 
at Rome, and just half its linear dimensions, is 
the most conspicuous of al] the College buildings, 
and is as useful as it is ornamental. The upper 
half is a handsomely finished circular room, with 
two galleries, which are supported by a corres- 
ponding peristyle. This apartment is exclusively 
occupied by an extensive and well-assorted Library, 
of 10,000 volumes, embracing the most important 
works on scientific, moral, and theological sub- 
jects: to which the students have free and ready 
access every day. The lower portion is divided 
into several Lecture-rooms, of oval form, one of 


which is consecrated alike to science and religion, 


addressed a few weeks since, to Richard Duf- 


being occupied on the Sabbath for purposes of reli-| 
gious worship. 

_ The system of instruction adopted here, differs 

i some of its features from that of other literary 

institutions in these United States. Instead of 
the usual mode of recitation, lectures are delivered 

daily on some of the subjects included in the most 

comprehensive course of scientific education, and 

the student is examined at every meeting of the 

class on the topic of the preceding lecture. In 

this way, the mental faculties are developed, the 

actual progress of the student becomes apparent, 

and the. instructor is enabled, in case of delin- 

quency, to apply the necessary corrective. Under 

these auspicious circumstances, if the pupil is not 

distinguished for intellectual advancement, he alone 

must be responsible for his deficiency. 

The discipline of the University combines in its 
provisions, mildness and decision, in just and equal 
proportions. ‘T'he students are required to wear the 
uniforin prescribed by the enactments, to rise early, 
and to be punctual in their attendance at lecture. 
To be absent without leave, to enter the doors of 
a tavern, or to use spirituous liquors within the 

recints of the institution, are infractions of the 
aws, and are punished according to the circum- 
stances of aggravation which characterize the 
transgression. 

But I feel more concerned to give you a correct 
impression of the religious character of the Uni- 
versity, than I do to furnish you with an outline of 
its external arrangements or its internal regula- 
tions. It is well known that for several years 
after its operations commenced, the institution had 
to encounter the most uncompromising prejudices 
of the pious portion of the community. It was by 
many supposed that Infidelity was interwoven 
with the very elements of its existence, and con- 
sequently its early history was overhung with the 
clouds of discouragement. How far these preju- 
dices were just, may be ascertained from the fact, 
not generally known, that in the original organi- 
zation of this establishment, the privilege of erect- 
ing Theological Seminaries on the territory be- 
longing to the University, was cheerfully extended 
to every Christian denomination within the limits 
of the State. That the waters of Salvation are 
not now mingling more freely with the streams of 
science which flow from this chrystal fountain, is 
not therefore to be referred to Him who smote the 
rock, or to them who direct the gushing rivulet. 
But although the generous offer referred to has 
not been accepted by any tribe of the ‘“Sacra- 
mental Host,” yet the gates of this Institution are 
still standing open, night and day, for the admis- 
sion, to its privileges, of any indigent son of the 
Church who is desirous of qualifying himself to 
publish the messages of grace to his perishing fel- 
low men. 

In the present arrangement for religious ser- 
vices at the University, you have all the evidence 
that can with propriety be asked respecting the 
favourable estimate which is placed upon the sub- 
ject of Christianity. The Chepleiae appointed 
annually and successively from the four prominent 
denominations in Virginia, are supported by the 
voluntary contributions of Professors and students. 
The congregations on the Sabbath are respectful 
and attentive, and exhibit as much regard for the 
exercises of religion as I have ever witnessed. 
Beside the regular services of the Sabbath, we 
have a weekly lecture, alternately, at the houses 
of two of the Professors. We have also a Sab- 
bath School, in which several of the pious students 
are engaged. ‘The Monthly Concert for Prayer is 
regularly observed in the Pavilion which I occupy. 
Jn all the these different services we have enjoyed 
the presence and the smiles of an approving Re- 
deemer. With respect to myself I can sincerely 
say, that I have experienced nothing but courtesy 
and kindness since I entered upon my responsible 
duties at this lovely place. My intercourse with 
the Professors and students has been of the most 
agreeable character. Not an incident has occur- 
red, so far as I was individually concerned, calcu- 
lated in the most remote manner to interrupt my 
peace. Whatever may be my future destiny in 
this world, [ shall always look back upon my so- 
journ at the University of Virginia as the greenest 
and brightest spot in my earthly pilgrimage. 
Amidst all this profusion of kindness and enjoy- 
ment, I have endeavoured not to lose sight of the 
design of my mission. It has been my pleasure on 
each returning Sabbath to hold up before my en- 
lightened audience, the Cross of Jesus, all stained 
with the blood of Him that hung upon it, as the 
only hope of the perishing. But whether this 
object will prove sufficiently attractive to win 
their hearts and to captivate their affections, must 
' left for the revelations of another day to dis- 
close. 

1 often think of my old and beloved charge, and 
am happy to know that they think of me. No 
new claims to my affections, which time and cir- 
cumstances may originate, will ever crowd from 
my recollection those to whom | am bound by so 
many endearing ties. For the warm and affec- 
tionate testimonials of undiminished confidence 
and esteem with which they have furnished me 
since my residence at the University, my heart 
sends its offering of gratitude. Sincerely do I 
pray that their kindness may be returned upon 
their heads in blessings temporal, spiritual, and 
eternal. 

As my pen is in much haste, you must pass 
over all mistakes, and be to me what I always 
mean to be to you, 

A friend and well-wisher, 
Septimus Tvuston. 


PRESBYTERIAN PREACHER—Contain- 

ing a Series of Sermons by living Ministers in 
the Presbyterian Church, on the Important Doctrines 
of Christianity, presented in a clear and comprehensive 
manner, for instruction and for the Defence of the 
Truth. Edited by the Rev. S. C. Jennings. Four 
volumes bound in two, octavo. Price $3 50. 

J. L. WILSON’S PLEA before the Synod of 
Cincinnati in the case of L. Beecher, D. D., with 
the Protest of the minority of the Cincinnati Presby- 
tery; to which is acded remarks on Dr. Beecher’s 
Views in Theology, extracts from reviews, &c. &c. 
The Plea and Protest have never before appeared in 
print. The pamphlet contains 120 pages. Price 374 
cents. Just published and for sale by 

Wm. S. MARTIEN, 
S. E. Corner Seventh & George sts., Philadelphia. 


EMOIR OF MRS. LOWRIE.—A Memoir of Mrs. 
Louisa A. Lowrie, of the Northern India Mission, 
by the Rev. Ashbel G. Fairchild. With an Introduction 
by the Rev. Elisha P. Swift. Second edition, Revise 
and Enlarged. 
Just published and for sale at the South-East corner 
Seventh and George streets, Philadelphia, b 
WM. S. MARTIEN. 


SALMS AND HYMNS—Approved by the General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and published 
for their benefit, both large and small size, and in fine 
and plain binding, may constantly be had of the sub- 
scriber, at the lowest prices, either by the thousand co- 
pies or a less number. 
All orders from Booksellers, Churches, and others wil 
be, as heretofore, immediately attended to by 
SOLOMON ALLEN, 


ew—if No. 117 Chesnut street. 


ARADEE—A Plea for Africa, or Familiar Con- 
versations on the subject of Slavery and Coloni- 
zation; by Rev. F. Freeman, Rector of St. David’s 
Church, Manayunk. The remainder of the cdition, 
consisting of several hundred cupies, for sale low, by 
J. WHETHAM, 
june 3—3t 22 South Fourth street, Philad. 


OARDING SCHOOL FOR BOYS, Perth Am- 
boy, New Jerscy—S. E. Woo.sriner, Principal. 

The design of the School, and the highest aim of the 

Principal, is “to train up a child in the way he 

should go.” 

References—Rev. John McDowell, D. D., Rev. 

James Patterson, Rev. John L: Grant, James Hunt, 

Esq. The place is healthy, and easy of access. 

april 1—23t* 


ORISON’S PILLS.—The Original and Genuine 

Hygeian Universal Vegetab _ Medicines of the 
British College of Health, way be obtained of R. Fenner, 
GENERAL AGENT, No. 24 South Seventh Street, three 
doors below Market street, Philadelphia. For general 
convenience they may now be had in 25 & 50 cent 
boxes, and No. 1. and No. 2. separate. Respectable 
parties who have been benefitted by the medicines, 
and are desirous to extend relief to others, may be ap- 
inted sub-agents on application as above. The public 


PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Received by John Breckinridge, as Agent of the 
Theological inary, since September 26th, 1836, 
(the period of the last acknowledgments*) the following 
sums, viz. 

A. R. Thomson, . $25 00 
E. G. Shepherd $10; Duane st. ch. N. Y. per 
Rev. Mr. Potts, Pastor, $190, a 00 
Jed. Huntington 35; Rev. Mr. Dorrence g25, 30 00 
Mr. McIntyre, Albany, ‘ . 50 00 
Rev. D. V. L. McLeun, from Freehold ch. 40 53 
Rev. D. McKinley, collected by him in Car- 
lisle Presbytery, Pa. 3 
Young people of Shippensburg, $16 00 
Congregation of Chambersburg, 15 00 
Session of Hagerstown church, 10 00 
Second Presb. church, Carlisle, 21 50 
Church of Dickinson, 10 00 
Church of Newville, 6 00 
Rev. Mr. Watson, 1 5O 
A. B. Quay, 75 
Rev. B. R. Hall, Bedford, | 5 00 
Mrs. Burd, do. . 5 00 
Congregation of Scicllsburg, 10 25 
€ 101 00 
Rev. John Dickey, Landisburg, ° 10 00 
Rev. D. McKinney, (Dr. Hodge's pro?) 10 U0 
Rev. Mr. Castner, 10 dolls, 2d ch. ot Balti- | 
more, 169 dolls. 40 cts.; George Gris- 
wold, of Duane st. ch. N. Y. 2UU dolls. 379 46 
First ch. Baltimore, per Rev. Mr. Backus, 
568 dolls.; Rev. Mr. Buardman, 10th 
ch. Philad. 183 dolls. 16 cts. 751 16 
James Beatty, Esq. 2d Presb. ch. Baltimore, 50 00 
Mr. Pitcairn, lst ch. N. Y. first instalment, 150 OU 
James Lenox, interest on stocks, 112 50 
Rev. Robert James, of South Carolina, 150 00 
Mr. McIntyre, (Albany) last instalment, 250 OU 
James Lenox, instalment on stocks, . 34 00 
H.S. Olcott, N. Y. 100 dolls.; James Lenox, 
third instalment, 250 dolls. : 350 06 
The Misses Lenox, 100 dolls.; Mrs, Sheafe, 
100 dolls. - 200 00 
Mr. and Mrs. Maitland, 50 dolls. Mr. and 
Mrs. Donaldson, of Ist ch. N. Y.75 dolls. 125 00 
Bequest of Mrs. Elizabeth Hutchinson,N. Y. 50 UO 
Rev. Mr. Blain, 175 dolls.; Mrs. Moore, and 
sister, of Baltimore, 1 doll. 50 cts.; Rev. 
Thomas A. Ogden, 100 dolls. (first in- 
stalment) ‘ ‘ ‘ - 276 50 
$3548 09 


Received since last report made to the Board of Di- 
rectors, May 4th, 1837. 

George Douglass, Esq. 2d and Jast instalment, $500 00 

Rev. Mr. Penick, second do. e - 50 00 

James S. Green, by order of the Trustees of 


the Theo. Seminary, . ° . 107 00 
Miss Alma Hicks, being the annual interest 
of her subscription of $500 to the Pruijs. 
of Pastoral ‘Theology, ‘ ‘ 30 00 
Rev. C. Van Rensellaer, interest on Ist and 
2d instalments of his subscription of 
$1000 to do. : ‘ ‘ 36 00 
Rev. Mr. Wilson, coll. by Rev. D. McKinley, 10 00 
Rev. Mr. Gillespic, being a part of the sub. 
scription-list sent by the Rev. Mr. Weath- 
erby, of Alabama, per Rev. Mr. Sloss, 50 00 
Rev. Samuel Henderson, Susquehanna Pres- 
bytery, per Rev. Mr. Dorrence, 5 00 
Collection in the lst Presbyterian church in 
Brooklyn, for April, 1837, 170 00 
Nyack and Greenbush churches, . 1 00 
$4507 09 


_ The above monies, with those already acknowledged 
in the papers, have been contributed, for various pur- 
poses, viz: For permunent funds; for the current sup- 
port of the Professors; for the improvement of the 
buildings; for the increase of the library, &c.; and 
have been applicd accordingly. All these sums have 
been reported to the Directors of the Theological 
Seminary, and the accounts approved by that body, 
a the few receipts since their meeting, May 4th, 

(Signed) JOHN BRECKINRIDGE. 

Princeton, June 7th, 1837. 


* Errors in the last acknowledgments corrected. The 
last iy nr Stated that the monies received were up to 
May, 1837. lt should have been to September, 1836. 
For Mr. J. E. Caldwell. in the last report, read Mrs, J. 
E, Caldwell; tor Robert Daitland read Robert Maitland; 
for Rev. William Frame read Rev. Reuben Frame. 


— 


EW PUBLICATIONS—Travets In Eeypt, &e 

Incidents of Travel in Egypt, Arabia, Petra, and 
the Holy Land; by an American, with a Map and en- 
gravings, in two volumes. Practical Religion; by 
John Woodbridge, D.D. The Family Preacher; by 
Rev. Rufus William Bailey, of South Caralina. The 
Old Man and his Grand-daughter at E—; by James 
Harrington Evans, A. M., author of the “ Spirit of Hc- 
liness,” &c. &c. An Essay on the. Identity and Gene- 
ral Renunciation of the Human Body; in Which the 


by Samnel Drew, author ot “ An Essay on the Soul.” 
Just published, and for sale by 
HENRY PERKINS, 
june 3—3t. No. 134 Chesnut street, Philad. 
OBERT CARTER, Theological, and Classica 
Bookseller No. 112 Canal street, Corner of Lau 
rens, New York, has constantly on band a large and 
eneral assortinent of ‘Theological, Classical, and Miscel- 


aneous Books. Orders fiom a distance will always re- 
ceive prompt attention. August 6.—ti. 


LD ESTABLISHED TEMPERANCE TEA 

STORE AND FAMILY GROCERY, No. 244 
Market strect, Philadelphia, where is kept constantly 
on hand, it is believed, as large and complete an assort- 
ment of Groceries (Liquors excepted) as can be found 
at any similar establishment in the union. _ 

The subscribers, from their long experience in th 

business, feel assured that they can give satisfaction, 
both as it regards the quality or price of gouds, to all 
who may favour them with their patronage. Their 
assortment embraces Green and Biack Teas, of latest 
importation and of every quality and variety; Sperm 
Oil, winter, tall, and summer strained; 30 baskets 
Bordeaux Sweet Oil, of best quality; 25 toxes New 
Bedford Sperm Candles; also, just received, 15 boxes 
Judd’s patent Sperm Candles, assorted colours, a beau- 
tiful article; Hams, Jersey and Western cured ; 
Italian Bologna Sausages, warranted genuine; 12 
cases Vermicelli and Maccaroni, just imported; 2 
fine Parmason Cheese; also, Sap Sago, Dutch Edam, 
English Cheddar, and American Pine Apple Cheese ; 
Boston Syrup Molasses; Baker’s Cocoa Paste, a very 
and easily prepared for use, and 
highly rec®nmended by eminent Physicians of Boston 
for the sick and convalescent; also, Baker’s and 
Kitchen’s Cocoa and Chocolate; Canton Preserved 
Ginger, in white Sugar Syrup; West India Preserves, 
embracing Limes, Pine Apples, Guavas, Oranges, Ci- 
tron, Hiccacos and Ginger; Mocha Coffee, in smal} 


guyra, and Rio Coffees; Princeton Crackers and Soda 
Biscuit; Lemon Syrup; Urderwood’s Pickles and 
yy a complete assortinent ; Palm and Castile Soap, 
c.&c. 

N. B. All orders from the country will be promptly 
attended to, and Goods carefully packed and sent to, 
any part of the city free of expense. 

june 10. BALDWIN & COLTON. 


MAPLE SUGAR.—Just received a few barrels of 
fine Maple Sugar, at the Temperance Tea and 
Family Grocery Store, S. W. corner of Dock and 


Second streets, Philadelphia. 
JAMES R. WEBB. 


Also for sale, fine Canton Sugar and free Loaf Sugar. 
june 10. 


AFAYETTE COLLEGE.—The summer Tera 
commenced on the 27th April, 

For the summer Term of 21 weeks. For boarding 
and tuition, one half in advance, $62; washing and 
light, additional, by the quantity, the value of labour 
deducted. Students furnish their own rooms, and it is 
generally to their advantage to bring their bedding 
with them. Other matters, such as chairs, tables, &c, 
can be procured at the College. Evidence of good 
moral character must be furnished. Lads under fifteen 
ought not to have money ; a deposit in the President’s 
hands should be made for their immediate expenses. 
march 18-3m. GeorcE Junkin, President. 


is cautioned against counterfeits and imitations 
may 13—12t.* | 


% EW PUBLICATIONS.—Channing on Tempe- 
L'§ rance—An Address on Temperance, by William 
E.Channing. Fox’s Ministry of Christ—The Misistry 
of Jesus Christ ; compiled and arranged from the four 
Gospels, for families and — Schools; with Poetical 
illustrations and notes; by T’. B. Fox. Danforth’s 
Life of Walton—Memoir of William C. Walton, late 
Pastor of the Second Preshyterian Church in Alexan- 
dria, D. C. and of the Free Church in Hartford, Conn. 
by Joshua N. Danforth. Mine’s Poems—The Infant, 
a Poem, in four books, by the Rev. John Mines; to 
which are added, Miscellaneous Poems, by the same 
author. Mrs. Sherwood’s Stories on the Catechism— 
Stories Explanatory of the Catechism ; by Mrs. Sher- 
wood. <A few copies of the above just received and 

for saleby H, PERKINS, 
No. 134 Chesnut street, Philadelphia. 


evidence in favour of these important subjecta\are con- — 
sidered, in relation both to Philosophy and Scripture: ~ 


bales, suitable for family use ; also, Ceylon, Java, La- 
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